Sirbel indicted in State 


Court 


AMMAN (AP) — A military prosecutor Saturday formally charged a 
Palestinian Muslim fundamentalist leader with having links to an outlawed 
DrubtaM group. In a four-court indictment, the prosecutor also *^ *4 
Ibrahim Mo h a mm ad Sirbel of illegal possession of aims and explosives, 
mdudmg dynamite and grenades. The two-page indictmem accused Mr, 
Sirbel of having xcruited Muslim personalities from neighbouring Arab 
countries into the previously unknown group. The group is called Islamic 
Jihad Battalions of A1 Aqsa, the charge sheet said. The indictment by 
Prosccutor-Generai Hassan Tarawueh was read m a three-hour open 
bearing at the State Security Court. Mr. Sirbel pleaded innocent. The 
session was later adjourned until next Saturday. Mr, Sirbel, 64, from the 
Isaeti-occupied West Bank dty of Hebron, heads a cultural centre in 
Rnscifa. He was jailed Aug. 25. 
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Sudan agrees to hold peace talks! 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanis military government has agreed to bold a 1 
fourth round of peace talks with die country's rebels in Nigeria later thiii 
month, a senior government official was quoted as saying Saturday-. 

Mudadrir Abdul Rahim, deputy chairman of the peace committee.: in 
Sudan's appointed parliament, said the government agreed in a roeeiang - 
with a visiting Nigerian delegation to hold die next round of talks u rub ‘ 
rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) in Abuja between Oct. 31 
and Nov. 5. Mr. Abdul Rahim, quoted in the official newspaper A! In jgaz J 
A1 Watani (national salvation), said die Nigerian delegation, led by 
presidential envoy Toogi Aba Gangou, would soon meet the SPLA. to . 

seek its approval on die date. The government of Licutenaat-Geiw jral l/t/tfj! 
OmarHassan A1 Bashir ami .die SPLA have held three rounds of pe ace | J[ J 

talks. The last meeting, was held in Abuja eazfier this year. Tt emied 
without agreement because the government rejected SPLA demands t hat 
either Islamic law be scrapped or the predominantly Christian and anin list gy Rasit • 
soulheni Sudan, where the rebels get most of their support, be allowed '. to 3 • • 

secede. 200 Sudanese boys seek refugee in Kenya The Assov 
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DUBAI (Agencies) — SaCtnote terr 
Arabia has released a Qati in rfaq* Turke) 
dier captured in a border d lash cores have 
days ago in a move that corrogress by t 
ease tensions between tb ie Kurds is ref 
Gulf Arab allies. 

He was freed after a w- eek Curdish L; 
hectic mediation by the twe * couave been c 
tries’ partners in the six-m pmbn the Tun 
Gulf Cooperation Cc uroflases in jio 
(GCC), a political and eco non Iraqi Kui 
alliance that c on t r ols almo st hthe m In^ pari 
the world’s proven oil res lervdes suffers 
-The official Qatari News Agd>le when . 
cy (QNA) carried a brief staPases 
ment lath Friday quoting a 
ary spokesman as saying 
authorities had freed the 
earlier Friday. 

It said he was “captured 
die aggression against C>ata£ . . 

Khofous border post on Seppop*®® 

30 .*' . oil lamp- * 

Kuwait, which bolds tb e cnhnnselfin 
rent GCC presidency, led r nedisuccesstul 
tion efforts and Gulf dipl ©main reserve 
said the Saudi gesture should d hel 
ease tensions but that ther e w; Hamid M 
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China to supply 40 
fighters to Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD (R) — China will 
supply 40 F-7P jet fighters to 
Pakistan by the end of next year, 
a senior Pakistani official said 
Saturday. The deliveries of the 
single-seat tactical figfrters under 
an agreement concluded last June 
would be made in phases to be 
completed by the end of 1993, 
Defence Production Ministry 
Secretary F.I. MaKk told Reu- 
ters. The Pakistan air force first 
deployed the F-7P, a modernised 
version of the MiG-21, about two 
year&ago under a contract signed 
in 1987. The number of the 
planes was not known. Flying at 
twice the speed of sound, the 
F-7Ps will eventually replace the 
air force's ageing Chinese-built 
F-6 fighters in an estimated fleet 
of more than 550 combat aircraft. 

5 Hizbollahis jailed 
for life In France 

PARIS (AP) — A special terror- 
ism court has sentenced in absen- 
tia five Lebanese, all members of 
the Hizbollah group, to life in 
prison for their roles in the wave 
of Paris bombings in 1985-86 that 
killed 13 people and injured more 
than 300. Ibrahim Akil, Ali 
Hamade, Habib Haidar, Hussein 
^Mazbouh and Hassan Gbosn 
-were convicted of assassination 
and attempted assassination in 
the attacks that terrorised Paris 
from December 1985 through 
September 1986. The five are all 
described as active members of 
the Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
group operating in Lebanon. It 
was the second conviction in 
absentia for the five who were 
sentenced to terms ranging from 
10 to 20 years for criminal asso- 
ciation in October 1990 by a 
lower court. The man identified 
as the leader of the Paris bombing 
wave, Tunisian Fouad Ali S2eh, 
was sentenced in April to life in 
prison. 

Egypt vows to crush 
extremists 

CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
government vowed Saturday to 
crush Muslim extremists and cal- 
led on the people to join the fight 
against terrorism. “We are deter- 
mined to crush these groups 
whatever the burdens or sacri- 
, dices,” Interior Minister Moham- 
\nad Abdul Halim Musa told 
reporters. “The responsibility of 
facing terrorism and extremism 
< extends to every citizen on Egyp- 
tian soil.” Mr. Musa was com- 
menting on a bomb blast on a 
train in southern Egypt that killed 
four and injured nine last week. 
The bomb exploded before a 
. militant could throw it from the 
Window of a train toilet at secur- 
ity troops near Dayrut railway 
station, about 300 kilometres 
south of Cairo. Mr. Musa said 
police had identified the bomber 
Saturday. Telephone calls to 
news media claimed responsibil- 
ity for the attacks on behalf of the 
underground A1 Gama’a A1 Isla- 
miya (the Islamic Group). 

^France, Iran sign 
$300m agreement 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran and 
France Saturday signed a S3Q0 
million agreement for the sale of 
French petrochemical equipment 
and transfer of technological 
know-how, tbe official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
reported. The agency said the 
agreement was signed by visiting 
French Trade Minister Bruno 
Durieux and Oil Minister Gho- 
lamreza Aqazadeh. Under tbe 
pact, the petrochemical complex 
in the northwestern city of Tabriz 
— known as Technip — will set 
up French-provided production 
lines for a variety of products 
including raw materials used in 
producing plastics, electrical 
equipment, furniture, paints and 
chemical solvents. 

State Department 
denies Obey’s 
charge 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The U.S. State Department has 
reiterated that investigations 
have found no evidence to sup- 
port allegations that Jordan sup- 
plied arms to Iraq during last 
year’s Gulf war. A statement, 
given Oct. 8 in reply to a written 
^question from reporters on a 
-charge levelled by Congressman 
David Obey, said: "Thts charge 
first surfaced in spring 1991. At 
that time, we investigated and 
found nothing to substantiate it." 


Iraq frees American 
detained near border 

Baghdad warns banks against U.N. plan 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
Saturday freed American bomb- 
disposal expert Chad Hall, whose 
detention by Iraqi security police 
on the border with Kuwait bad 
raised tensions in tbe run-up to 
the U.S. presidential election. 

U.N. officials in Baghdad and 
Kuwait said Mr. Hall was turned 
over in the Iraqi capital to the 
commander of the U-N. Iraq- 
Kuwait Observer Mission (UN- 
KOM), Colonel Oleg Ovetch- 
kin. 

A spokesman for tbe United 
Nations in Kuwait, Abdul Latif 
Khabbaj, said Mr. Hall was freed 
at 3:20 p.m. (1220 GMT). 

“He’s in good health,” Mr. 
Khabbaj told the Associated 
Press. 

The 50-year-old American was. 
expected to be returned to the 
emirate through the U.N. obser- 
vers’ headquarters camp in the 
port of Umm Qasr north of 
Kuwait City, the spokesman said. 

“It could be today, it could be 
tomorrow morning,” Mr. Khab- 
baj said .'Saturday afternoon. 

In tbe Iraqi capital, a U.N. 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, also said Mr. Hall 
was turned over to Mr. Ovetch- 
kin and added: “I cannot say if he 


is in Baghdad or travelling right 
now, but be is in die protection of 
the United Nations and safe.” 
The detention of Mr. Hall on 
Thursday, coupled with Bagh- 
dad’s attempts to delay the trip of 
team of U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors until after the U.S. presiden- 
tial election Nov. 3, had raised 
tension between Washington and 
Baghdad. 

There was speculation that Iraq 
would choose the culminating 
days of the campaign to provoke 
President George Bush, who is 
waging an ujrtriubatde as challen- 
ger BUI Clinton continues to hold 
the lead in opinion polls. 

But the Ministry of Informa- 
tion in Baghdad, which 
announced Mr. Hall’s impending 
release earlier in the day, said the 
capture was the result of “confu- 
sion” by border police. 

Iraq's ambassador to tbe U.N.. 
Ntzar Ham do on, bad told repor- 
ters bis country wanted to avoid a 
crisis over tbe issue. 

In Baghdad Saturday after- 
noon, two senior U.N. officials 
hastily left for the militaiy airport 
at Habbaniyah outside die dty, 
which the world body uses to 
bring its personnel in and out of 
tbe country. 


A senior Polish diplomat, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said Mr. Hall's departure 
for Kuwait was originally planned 
for Saturday evening but might 
be delayed for “technical 
reasons.” 

Poland has handled American 
diplomatic interests in Baghdad 
since the Gulf war. 

Mr. Hall, a retired U.S. army 
major, was taken at gunpoint by 
Iraqi security police after an argu- 
ment whether be and two Pakis- 
tani workers were working in 
Kuwait or Iraq. 

The area used to be in Iraq but 
was given to Kuwait by a U.N. 
border commission decision in 
May that Baghdad refused to 
recognise. 

Warning to banks 

Iraq warned foreign banks on 
Saturday it will sue those that 
give its assets to the United Na- 
tions and will have scores to settle 
in its f uture dealings with coun- 
tries and companies. 

“We shall fife a suit against any 
bank, company and organisation 
in accordance to its legal system, 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinian shot dead, 52 
wounded in occupied lands 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
dead one Palestinian and wound- 
ed 52 in clashes in occupied Jeru- 
salem and throughout the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Saturday, Palestinian sources and 
Israeli authorities said.. 

Most of the casualties were in 
the Gaza Strip where militaiy 
sources said 40 Palestinians were 
wounded. 

In one incident, 24 Palestinians 
were shot and wounded when* 
troops clashed with hundreds of 
demonstrators near Red Cross 
offices in Gaza City and later 
when troops used force to halt 
some 1,000 people marching from 
the offices, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Tbe dashes occurred during 
demonstrations by Palestinians in 
support of thousands .of prisoners 
staging a hunger-strike in Israeli 
detention camps and jails that has 
unleashed a wave of unrest in the 
occupied territories. 

In Beita, a West Bank village 
near Nablus, 23-year-old Amin 


Ahm ad Hamayel was shot dead 
and two other men were wound- 
ed m dashes between villagers 
and troops, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Military sources said the men 
were shot after drey threw stones 
at an army force and ignored 
orders to halt. 

They said nine Palestinians' 
were wounded by troops in Nus- 
seirat refugee camp, Beit Hanon- 
viliage and Rafah in die Gaza 
Strip. 

Military sources said a border 
policeman was taken by helicop- 
ter to hospital after he was 
seriously wounded by a stone 
during the dashes, they said. 

A border policeman shot and 
wounded a Palestinian youth in 
Arab East Jerusalem who tried to. 
take his weapon during a demon- 
stration m support of hunger- 
strikers, police sakL 

Troops shot and wounded nine 
Palestinians in clashes with hun- 
dreds of demonstrators in Jenin, 
Hebron and Ramailah in the 
West Bank, Palestinian sources 


said. •. 

“It was like all bell broke loose 
in Ramailah today. The clashes 
went on for two hours, roads 
were blocked, tyres burned,” said 
one Ramailah resident. 

Since the Palestinian revolt 
against Israeli occupation began 
in December 1987, Israelis have 
killed 937 Palestinians, according 
to a Reuter count. 

The hunger-strike, the big- 
gest since a 20-day fast at the start 
of the revolt nearly five years 
ago, seems to have rejuvenated 
the uprising. Scores of Palesti- 
nians have been wounded in 
almost daily mass demon stra tions 
of support. 

Israel says the strike is politi- 
cally motivated with ehe aim of 
bolstering the Palestinian cauce in 
Middle East peace talks, It says 
3.000 of the 12,000 Palestinians it 
bolds on political or “security” 
charges are fasting. 

Palestinians say 10,000 prison- 
ers are on hunger-strike deman- 
ding better living and medical 

(Co ntro l led on page 5) 


Russian 
fuel plane 
crashes in 
Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AP) — A Rus- 
sian plane delivering barrels of 
fed to tbe northern half of Soma- 
lia’s divided capita] crashed on 
landing, killing one person and 
wounding several others, officials 
said Saturday, 

Eleven people were said to 
have been aboard tbe aircraft, 
identified as an AN-32, which 
crashed Friday afternoon, 
according to an official at the 
Russian embassy and another 
highly placed source, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

It was unknown how many of 
those on board were injured, but 
the Russian embassy official said 
they had been treated by medics 
in Somalia and would be transfer- 
red to Nairobi Monday. 

The official, who would not 
identify himself further, would 
not release the identity of tbe 
reported fatality. 

The plane did not appear to be 
flying supplies to Somalia as part 
of the international effort to feed 
the Horn of African nation's, 
starving, said the officials. 

Neither the embassy official 
nor the other source knew who 
had chartered the plane or to 
whom it was delivering an esti- 
mated 35 barrels of fteL 


Iraqi Kurds mass to 
strike PKK bastion 


SIDAKAN. Iraq (R) — Iraqi 
Kurds said Saturday they had 
cornered separatist Kurdish guer- 
rillas from Turkey after a week of 
fighting and were massing 
thousands of men for a final 
assault to drive them out of their 
territory. 

Commanders of Iraqi Peshmer- 
ga guerrillas in northeast Iraq 
said the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) guerrillas were hemmed 
into a mountainous triangle on 
the borders of Turkey. Iraq and 
Iran and 4,500 men were gather- 
ing to attack them. 

Peshmerga forces were con- 
verging from three directions and 
the attack would be launched 
Saturday or Sunday, commanders 
in this mountain village said. 

Iraqi Kurds launched an offen- 
sive to expel the PKK fighters last 
Sunday after tire PKK ignored an ■ 
ultimatum to quit the region with- 
out a fight. 

Tbe PKK — fighting for an 
independent homeland for Tur- 
key’s 10 million Kurds — has 
been simultaneously pounded 
from the air by Turkish war planes 
and then forces across the border 
in Turkey are under attack by 
Turkish troops. 

Turkish television quoted In- 
terior Minister fcmet Sezgin on 
Friday as saying Turkish forces 
killed 215 PKK fighters and cap- 
tured nearly 400 in tbe past wed: 


— one of the highest tolls m the 
eighth-year conflict that has 
claimed some 5,000 lives. 

Mr. Sezgin also said about 100 
PKK fighters were trapped on 
Mount Agri (Ararat) in eastern 
Turkey where security forces 
launched an offensive against 
them last week. 

Mount Agri lies near the 
Armenian frontier some 200 
kilometres north of the Iraqi bor- 
der where other PKK forces are 
battling die Peshmerga. 

Mr. Sezgin said the PKK had 
suffered “very great losses” in 
northern Iraq but gave no details. 
He said Turkey's southern neigh- 
bours Syria and Iran were not 
helping the cornered guerrillas 
and Syria had 500 PKK “terror- 
ists” in its jails. 

Peshmerga commanders in 
Sidakan said the PKK had lost at 
least 25 dead against five Pesh- 
merga killed. No overall casualty 
toll was available. 

Tbe Iraqi Kurds sad they had 
seized control of the GaH Rash 
region up to the Turkish border' 
and the strategic heights of Jebel 
Deli further south in this week's 
battles. 

Iraqi Kurds say thePKK'spre- 
sence is preventing them from 
resettling border villages and is 
drawing Turkish air raids. •' 
Iraq] Kurds become security part- 
ners with Turkey, page 2 . 



Arafat, who was leaving 


Hfe Majesty King Hussem Saturday bids farewdi to Palestinian leader Yr 
Jordan after a five-day visit (Petra photo) 

Arafat leaves after 5 days 
of top-level talks, check-up 

PLO chairman, PFLP leader to maintain dialogue 


By P.V.Vrvekanand 
Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat left Amman Satur- 
day after a five-day visit during 
which he held talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein and under- 
went a routine medical check-up 
at an Amman hospital. 

Mr. Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), held a round of talks 
with Kmg Hussein before his 
departure. The talks dealt- with 
“various political issues of mutual 
concern” and Jordan iari- 
Pafestinian coordination, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported. 

The agency said the two lead- 
ers voiced “satisfaction with the 
brotherly Jordanian-Palestiman 
relations and coordination which 
are based on mutual confidence.” 
The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Royal Court Chief 


Khaled A1 Karaki, PLO Execu- 
tive Committee member Yasser 
Abed R abbo and tbe Palestinian 
ambassador to Jordan. 

Mr. Arafat, who said upon his 
arrival four days ago that the 
main objective of his visit was to 
congratulate the King upon his 
successful surgery and safe return 
home, presented a sword to the 
King, Petra said. 

“This is an Arab sword pre- 
sented to an And) knight,” Mr. 
Arafat said pr es ent ing the token 
gift to His Majesty. 

Dozing bis stay in Amman, Mr. 
Arafat held two rounds of talks 
with the King, chaired a meeting 
of Amman-based members of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), underwent a medical 
check-up and met with George 
Habash. leader of the second 
largest PLO faction after Fateh 
and an opponent of the 
American-led Arab-Israeli peace 
talks. 

Mr. Arafat and Dr. Habash, 


secretary-general of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP), did not resolve their 
baric differences, but agreed to 
keep channels of dialogue open 
after tbe meeting last week, 
according to informed sources. 

Dr. Habash agreed to send 
PFLP delegates to next week’s 
meeting of tire Palestine Central 
Council (PNC) with no precondi- 
tions, tire sources said. ’ 

“In general it was a successful 
encounter, given the complexities 
that toe two leaders face in the_; 
regional and international 
levels,” said a source dose to $6 
talks. “It would have been naive 
to expect them to come up with 
answers to all their differences." 

Another source confirmed that 
the meeting did make “progress” 
although no definite agreement 
was reached on tire basic differ- 
ence — Mr. Arafat's endorse- 
ment of tire U.S.-led peace talks 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Kalasbnik 


Qatar’s reference to the clash* the fng. 
as “aggression” indicated i t wgioM joke- 
not fully appeased over the : inc ™ c 
dent in which two Qatari so -Idiei a 
and a Saudi were killed, «iiplc _ 
mats said. The £ 

Qataris privately complain cP 3 ™ 1 *™ 
repeated provocations along thei ^*o 

border with Saudi Arabia. , en “ 1 

They say a 1965 agreemeo clogged 
required joint delineation of tb* the guer 
border felt Saudi Arabia hat . 
recently been building rand bar sonal m 

tiers alorig about 70 per cent of — 

— effectively a. one-ridedl d e - 
marcation. 

Saudi Arabia has consbitentlj^fkf 
played down tilre incident. Ic Alii 
London Ambassador Ghaz* 
Algosaibi said the “mddenta 
accident... does not warrant t, 
escalation which was given to 
by several circl es.” 

(Ccsitiniied, on page 3) 
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Dutch cut 
El AIM 
estimate 
to 80 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch 
officials cut to 80 the number of 
people estimated to have been 
killed when an Israeli cargo jet 
slammed into an Amsterdam 
apartment complex but conceded 
they would never know tire exact 
death toll. 

' City spokesman Maarten Lek- 
kerkerker said, (he number of 
people listed as dead or as mis- 
sing and presumed dead was lo- 
wered Saturday to 80 from 120 
late Friday. 

Amsterdam Mayor Ed Van 
Thijn told a news conference that 
many people named in a list of 
potential victims published on 
Friday had since been found 
alive. ‘This is a small piece of 
good news,” he said. 

Medical experts believe 10 to 
30 per cent of tire victims were 
completely consumed by the fire- 
ball which engulfed the apart- 
ment complex. 

“That means we’ll never know . 
exactly how many people died 
and never know exactly who 
died,” police Erik Nordholt said. 

Initially 250 people were feared 
killed when the El Al Boeing 
747-20QF cargo plane ploughed 
into two apartment b inklings in- 
tire suburb of Bijlmermeer last 
Sunday. 

Detectives, whose list of mis- 
sing persons contained 1,500 
names last Tuesday, continued to 
revise the list as more informa- 
tion was collected. Rescue work- 
ers have recovered 51 bodies, of 
which 14 have been- identified. 

Police also have the names of 
43 other people, including the 
four aboard tbe aircraft, believed 
to be m or near the braidings when 
crash occurred. s A further 23 peo- 
ple reported missing m the area 
fahve’- not been accounted for. 

A large number of illegal im- 
migrants, many of them from Afri- 
ca and tbe Caribbean, lived in tbe 

(Continued on page 5) 


Gulf Arabs urged to cut water use 


DUBAI (R) — Ambitious agri- 
cultural projects are draining pre- 
cious water reserves from the 
parched Gulf Arab states, en- 
vironmental experts said Satur- 
day. 

They said deep underground 
reservoirs were rapidly being ex- 
hausted and urged delegates to 
the first Gulf water conference in. 
Dubai to consider cutting water 
subsidies in tbe region. 

“The whole (Gulf) region is an 
area of acute water deficit caused 
by widespread but intensive wa- 
ter development,” Khaled Uqba, 
a water resource scientist, told 
tbe conference. 

“This development is largely 
dictated by confused water priori- 
ties winch are the outcome of fast 
and extensive agricultural expan- 
sion,” be added. 

Water for agricultural use in 
the arid Gulf states is supplied, 
often for free, from underground _ 
reserves, or aquifers. Heavily’ 
subsidised tapwaler is mainly sup- 


plied from desalination plants. 

In an attempt to reduce re- 
fiance on food imports, many 
governments have 'backed 
schemes aimed at “greening the 
desert” and producing crops 
locally. 

But the irrigation projects have 
placed unsustainable demands on 
water supplies, Mr. Uqba said. 

Saudi Arabia, a major wheat 
exporter after a 10-year drive to 
develop its farming section, was 
extracting 18 billion cubic metres 
a year of water from non- 
replenishabie aquifers, much of it 
to meet agricultural needs, he 
said. 

“Given the present rate of 
groundwater extraction, total ex- 
haustion of these largely fossil 
groundwater reserves could take 
place before tbe year 2006." Mr. 
Uqba said. 

He said in -the United Arab 
Emirates, extraction of ground- 
water had risen 20-fold between 
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Another speaker said consum- K a * ram . 
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Arab Fund for Economic and ( 
Social Development told Reu- 
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WorM as. a whole faced a critical C ^ IC 
water -shortage. 


Lebanese rightists stage strike 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese Chnstians began a two- 
day strike Saturday to protest a 
government decision to go ahead 
with parliamentary elections they 
regard as a plot to tighten Syria’s 
grip on Lebanon. 

The row over the elections has 
widened die gulf between the 
country’s Muslim and Christian 
communities and sparked tbe 
worst political crisis since Leba- 
non’s civil war ended in 1990. 

Most businesses and banks, su- 
permarkets and shops dosed in 
Christian east Beirut and areas 
north and northwest of thc capit- 
al. Only bakeries, pharmacies 
and hospitals were open. 

Sunday’s ballot in the moun- 
tain region of Keserwan b the last 
round of Lebanon's first elections 
for 20 years. At stake are five 
seats reserved for.Maronite 
Chnstians in the 128-member 
parliament. 

The government tightened 
security ahead of Sunday's vote,- 


pouring thousands of troops into 
tbe Keserwan area overnight. 

Four rightist groups, who 
banded together Friday to' form 
the “Lebanese opposition front,” 
urged voters to stage sit-ins in 
churches Sunday Kl protest the 
elections. 

Some boutiques, restaurants, 
bookshops and groceries not 
respect the strike, Their owners 
said they lost a lot of money in 
three previous shutdowns when 
the rest of the parliamentary elec- 
tions were conducted in late Au- 
gust. and early September. 

“I used to close an foe time, 
-fert no-one reimbursed me for my 
losses,” said Joseph Jebara, own- 
er of a roadside shade bar in the .. 
mountain resort of Dikfaya. ; 

. A vegetable vendor in Jountch 
ajd he opened Us store because 
be did not want -hfe -merchandise 
to rot : 

“But I will not vote to mo rrow 
because none of the candidates is 
better than me;*-, said Joseph 


Trad, 5 '>8. 

Graff iti reading ■ "No to the 
dectiomi” were sprayed on the 
walls of some shops in Jounieh. 
Posters of only two candidates 
were . se> en dining a two-hour 
drive through Keserwan. 

The Ki sserwan elections origi- 
nally were : scheduled for Aug. 30, 
but the voting was postponed 
when onl y one candidate was 
willing to run in the entire five- 
seat cnsfcric 5t. 

The earli ier balloting elsewhere 
in Lebanon t resulted in the elec- 
tion of 123. .deputies — 64 Mus- 
lims and 59 Christians. Most are 
supporters ttf Syria. 

The opposition, grouping the 
Lebanese Forces, the National 
Liberal Party , the National Bloc 
Party, and followers of exiled 
rebel General' Michel Aoun, ac- 
ased the govi eminent of bias by 
going ahead * vith the elections. 

Mazonhe P. atriarch Nasrallah 
Boutros Sfeir, who spearheaded 1 
foe poll boycot t, voiced “regret" 
at tbe governs ient’s decision. . 
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in the badcgroimd. 

The Manok PKK was dug in 
on Deli Mountain and three 
other points surrounding deep 
Khakurk Valley. 

Fitting between the two 
groups erf Kurds broke out 
Sunday, and the heaviest bat- 
tles were fought Friday, said 
Iraqi Kurdish leader Kamal 
Fouad. 

Turkish jetfighters and artil- 
lery have been providing sup- 
port to the Iraqi Kurds in their 
tffensive. 

There are no official casualty 
figures in the Kurdish battle, 
but scores have been killed on 
both sides. Up to an estimated 

15.000 Pershmerga are in the 
area, though not all are en- 
gaged in fighting the roughly 

3.000 Turkish Kurds. 

Salan Karim Khan, a mem- 
ber of the Kurdish parliament 
established in northern Iraq, 
said Peshmergas were taking 
“one position in one night” 
instead of mounting a big 
attack to prevent a large loss erf 
hfe among the defenders. 

Many Iraqi Kurds are not 
eager to spill the blood of their 
Turkish brethren. They just 
want them out of Iraq. 

“We don’t want to ItiZl them. 
If they leave we shall not 
attack them,'' said Mustafa 
Cbawrash, an Iraqi Kurd com- 
mander. 

The PKK was putting up a 
strong fight, Mr. Khan said. 

“They are mostly children, 
and fighting with their fanatic- 
ism. They are also well dug in 
and it’s difficult to attack de- 
fensive positions,” he said. 

The fighting could last for 
weeks, be said. 

Some 25 million Kurds are 
dispersed to parts of Turkey, 
Iraq, Iran, Syria and the for- 
mer Soviet Union, about half 
living in Turkey. 

Since 1984, the PKK. led by 
Abdullah Ocalan, a 45-year- 
old former political science stu- 
dent believed to be residing in 
Damascus* has been waging a 
guerrilla war in Turkey’s Kur- 
dish-dominated southeast. 
Over 5,000 people have died in 
. . the fighting 

; /.Despite the recent recqgnt- 
• *tion of limited cuhurahrights to 
the Kurds, remaining restric- 


tions have enabled foe PKK to 
broaden its support in Turkey. 
The guerrillas have been re- 
lying on their ability to slip into 
neighbouring Syria, Iran and 
Iraq in attacking the vastly 
superior Turkish troops. 

Turkish military officials put 
the PKK strength at 3300 • 
guerrillas inside Turkey and 
4,500 others across its borders, 
mostly in Iraq. At least 150,000 
Turkish troops are believed to 
be confronting them, rein- 
forced in recent weeks by 
tanks, armoured vehicles and 
artillery along the border with 
Iraq. 

Turkey recently signed 
security agreements with Syria 
and Iran to deny logistic sup- 
port to the ins ur gents. 

It has played on the aspira- 
tions of the Iraqi Kurds fra 1 
self-rule in gaining their reluc- 
tant support against the PKK. 

With foe West's military 
protection, the Iraqi Kurds 
have gained control of north- 
ern provinces after foe Gulf 
war. The Kurdish parliament 
elected in May announced 
plans last week to make the 
Kurdish area a ‘‘federated 
state” within Iraq. 


oung Sudanese boys walk 
ms to seek refuge in Kenya 


Depending heavily on Tur- [ 
key as a chief source of sup- i 
plies, a transit route for inter- 
national help and a base for 
Western air protection, Iraqi 
Kurdish leadership bowed to 
Turkey’s pressures to oust the 
PKK from the border area. 

Meanwhile, Turkish jets 
Thursday pounded PKK posi- 
tions at Gali Imgara, said Feds- 
al Kharim Khan of the Bara- 
dust tribe, whose forces were 
in the fight against the Turkish 
Kurds. 

“They scored direct hits at 
PKK headquarters and anti- 
aircraft gun emplacements.” 

he said. 

“We direct the Turkish air- 
craft on the targets with mortar 
shells which create a lot of 
smoke when they explode,” be 
said. 

Kurdish officials, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
also have said Turkish officers 
were in the area to direct Tur- 
kish artillery and air fire. Tur- 
i key has announced ' publkJy'- it 
is helping the Iraqi Kurds:-r 
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fighting recently between rebel 
factions, and that refugee officials 
believed several hundred more 
could follow. 

There reportedly are several 
thousand boys in a camp run by 
the rebel Sudan People'&Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) in Pallatuka, 

where the insurgents daini they 
are caring for and schooling die 
youths. 

Critics have accused the guer- 
rillas of giving the boys military 
training for eventual recruitment 
into rebel ranks. 

The 10,000 boys already in 
Kakuma are on the latest leg of a 
trek spurred by famine and war- 
fare that shattered families and 
destroyed villages. Many of the 
boys fled Sudan for refugee 
camps in Ethiopia in the Late 
1980s during a severe drought. 
Tens of thousands reportedly 
died of starvation en route. 

bi June 1991, the camps were 
disbanded by new rulers in 
Ethiopia after they toppled that 
nation’s dictator and refused sup- 
port to Sudan’s southern rebels 
who had bases m and around the 
camps. 


The boys returned across the 
border into Sudan, living without 
parents but cared for by interna- 
tional aid agencies. They spent 
nearly a year stranded on a patch 

of dry land in a place called 
Gorkuo, marrooned by seasonal 
rains that turn much of Sudan's 
southeastern corner into a vast 
swamp. 

Sudan’s nine-year-old civil war 
pitting the government in Khar- 
toum against southern guerrillas 
intensified early this year with 
government forces retaking more 
than a dozen rebel-held towns. 

TIk fighting forced the boys to 
flee once again and they turned 
south to Kenya where UNHCR 
and the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion has been caring for them. 

In August, UNHCR reported 
that 3,000 of the boys were nris- 
smg, and reportedly had returned 
to Sudan with the insurgents. Mr. 
Mourn tzis said the U.N. agency 
has been unable to find out any- 
thing about the boys whereabouts 
or wellbeing because of rebel 
interfe re nce and threats. 

Mr. Mourn tzis raid the new 
arrivals were the largest influx 
since May. 





EMERGENCY CARE: A starring baby in hundreds 

Sonia, gets nourishment from a nurse, country are starving aW»®# iatenmiwai ream 
Tboosands have starved to death in the town nd efforts have been stepped up 


Group says 
U.N., Kenya 
neglected 

refugees 

NAIROBI (AP) — A U.S. 
advocacy group claims deliberate 
neglect has killed up to 4,000 
Somalis who fled to northeastern 
Kenya, but the government and 
the United Nations disputed the 
contention. 

The Washington-based U.S. 
Committee of Refugees issued a 
statement Thursday claiming the 
“easily preventable'' deaths 
occurred among foe 70,000 re- 
fugees who have established 
squatter camps in Mandera and 
A1 Wak. 

“While refugee camps in other 
regions of Kenya receive assist- 
ance, Kenyan authorities and 
U.N. officials regard refugees at 
Mandera and A1 Wak as opportu- 
nistic nomads and an unwanted 
burden in a region struggling to 
cope with drought,” said the 
group in a statement sent to news 
organisations in Nairobi. , 

-It -claimed - the refugees - were 
denfetf tents; blafiktfsV water cOb-l 
tamers, 'cooking utensils, -plastic 
sheeting, campr t saHivation , tincf 
regular food distribution in an 
effort to discourage further 
arrivals. 

The U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) “has 
been hoping these people will 
give up mid crawl back across the 
border to whatever fate awaits 
them in Somalia,” said die com- 
mittee. 

It said 2,000 to 4,000 refugees 
had "perished unnecessarily” 
since May. Its report was based 
on a recent three-week tour of 
refugee settlements by committee 
analyst Jeff Drumtra. 

Since the collapse of govern- 
ment in Somalia following die 
January 1991 ouster of dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane, more 
than 400,000 refugees have fled 
to Kenya and are living in camps 
strung along the East African 
nation's drought-stricken eastern 
and northern borders. 

Clan warfare has exacerbated 
the region's severe drought, caus- 
ing a catastrophic famine in 
Somalia where more than 100,000 
people already have died and two 
million are threatened. 

UNHCR spokesman Panos 
Mourn tzis admitted Friday that 
the agency did not provide full 
assistance to the refugees when 
they first began crossing into 
Mandera in May, hoping to dis- 
courage further arrivals. 

But he described the report as 
exaggerated. 

Mr. Mourn tzis said there has 
been regular food distribution 
and 13 feeding centres for the last 
three months for what UNHCR 
estimates as 50,000-60,000 people 
in Mandera and A1 Wak. 


New judge assigned in 
Atlanta-Iraq loans case 


ATLANTA (AP) — The bank 
fraud case against Christopher 
Drogoul, who is charged with 
hiding $5.5 billion in illegal loans 
to Iraq, has been assigned to a 
new judge: U.S. District Judge 
G. Ernest Tidwell. 

The reassignment this week 
followed an order by U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Marvin Shoob remov- 
ing himself from the case. Judge 
Shoob stepped down after federal 
prosecutors raised questions ab- 
out his impartiality. 

Mr. Tidwell and Mr. Shoob 
were ap pointed by President Jim- 
my Outer. 

Mr. Drogoul, the former 
Atlanta branch manager of Italy's 
Banca Nazionale del Lavoro 
(BNL), was accused in a 347- 
count indictment of providing 
Iraq with unauthorised loans 
through a federal agricultural ex- 
port programme. Some of the 
money allegedly was used by Iraq 
for weapons development before 
• the. Gulf war*. 

Mr. -Drogoul pleaded guilly to 
60 counts.. in. luqe. .Mr., "Sbptib 
heard, three weeks of evidence in 
a sentencing hearing -before void- 
ing the plea agreement last week 
and setting toe stage for a trial. 

Mir. Shoob said the evidence at 
the hearing convinced him that, 
contrary to prosecution argu- 
ments, senior BNL officials in 
Rome authorised Mr. Drogoul’s 
activities. 

No pre-trial bearings have been 
scheduled yet for Mr. Drogoul, 
court officials said Friday. 

The Washington Post reports: 
CIA Director Robert M. Gates 
has launched a broad internal 
investigation into what adminis- 
tration officials described as the 
agency's apparent failure to pro- 


vide timely and accurate informa- 
tion to Congress and die Justice 
D epar t m ent about a politically 
sensitive bank scandal. 

Gates’s move came as U.S. 
officials disclosed that the agency 
last week uncovered 1989 docu-. 
meats that cast new doubt on the 
government's longstanding con-, 
tendon that the scandal was sole- 
ly caused by officials of the Atlan- 
ta branch of BNL. 

The attorneys have alleged that 
the loans were authorised by 
Rome and that Washington has 
concealed evidence of Italian 
complicity to avoid embarrassing a 
key ally. 

The newly discovered docu- 
ments consist of a series of cables 
fo Washington by die CIA’s 
Rome station thief reporting evi- 
dence that officials in Rome had 
authorised some of the illicit 
loans from Atlanta, according to 
U.S. officials familiar with the 
papers. The officials asked not to 
be named. , 

The (few mhta Tbi 
rarerfi^lriw^^tibh/ . . ’serves as 
an acknowledgement of a politi- 
cally embarrassing error by die 
CIA on an issue that is dogging 
President Bush’s re-election cam- 
paign: The administration’s 
embrace of Saddam Hussein in. 
the years before Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

The CIA's public admission of 
error and promise to investigate 
was not spontaneous. It came 
only after Sen. David L. Boren, 
D-Okla, who heads die Senate 
Intelligence Committee, said on 
Oct. 6 that the CIA had misled 
the Justice Department, the 
Atlanta federal court and Con- 


Khamenei says Iranian 
arms build-up fordefeno 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran's spir- 
itual leader said Saturday that the 
Islamic Republic was buflding up 
its military strength to boost its 
“defensive power” and 1 ™? no 
aggressive intentions. 

The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), moni- 
tored in Nicosia, quoted Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei as saying the’ 
West and its allies were “trying to 
accuse Iran of militarism.” 

But he said during a visit to an 
air base near the southern city of 
Isfahan that “since the Islamic 
system should always face 
oppressors and die arrogant pow- 
ers of the world ... it should keep 
cm boosting its defensive power.” 

Amid growing alarm at Iran's 
major military buildup, Ayatol- 


lah' Khamenei stressed that the 
Islamic Republic wants only to 
defend itself and “not to launch 
aggression against its neigh- 
bours.” 

He said that "enemies of 
Is la m " — a clear reference to the 
United States and its allies — 
“are trying to deprive the Islamic 
Republic of its defensive power 
... to achieve their sinister goals.” 

Iran is currently locked in a 
dispute with die United Arab 
Emirates, and its Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council allies, over 
sovereignty of the strategic island 
of Abu Musa in the southern Gulf. 

Iran, which seized part of the 
island in 1971 and split sovereign- 
ty with the UAE emirate of Shar- 
jah, virtually annexed the island . 
last April. 


analaeous to those of uum um— i— 

feregular government Bit. The parliame ntmer ged the oil and, 
electricity ministries to create a single ministry of ene rgy, ihe 
ministries of heavy industry and light industry merged lina new- 
munstry of industry. A new ministry of planning, trade and.., 
finance combines the old ministries of treasury and of economy 
planning. Health and social security become the responsibility of-, 
a smg 1 * minis try, as do utilities and public works as well as> 
communications and transport. Four ministries merge to form a 
new ministry of education and scientific research. JANA said tne- 
General People's Congress also created about 1,500 “communes ■ 
to be ran by basic people's congresses, die local assemblies which, 
theoretically decide all policy. It was not immediately clear what 
this change meant. 

Iraq: Saudis bent on destabilising Yemen 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s ruling Baatb Party has said Saudi • 
Arabia was trying to destabilise Yemen through a wave of - j 
assassination attempts and bomb explosions. “Saudi rulers are . 
behind the assassination attempts and acts of sabotage in sisterly ; 
Yemen and behind attempts to tear up its unity," the party’s • 
newspaper A1 Thawra said. Yemen has not accused anyone for 
the blasts and attacks against several senior Yemeni officials, 
especially those from the formerly Marxist south, in many. 
Yemeni towns in recent months. “Toe Saudi rulers, who finance 
the traitors and the agents, have realised the danger winch a , 
united and politically stable Yemen could pose to their future and 
their conspiratorial schemes,” A1 Thawra said. The Baafh daily 
said the failure of Saudi-Yemeni border talks in Riyadh early this 
I month was due to Saudi insistence that the diluted oil-rich areas 
were part of Saudi territory. It said Saudi Arabia, with the world’s , 
'largest o3 reserves, needled no further oil or territory, “but a ; 
united and strong Yemen constitutes a threat to die ruling Saudi 
famil y ” Saudi-Yemeni relations deteriorated because of Sanaa's 
sympathetic attitude towards Baghdad after Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. A1 Thawra said die anti-Yemen position 
adopted by the Saadi rulers was due to Yemen’s “national! 
attitudes and its sound judgment concerning the pan-Arab.' 
action.” 

Dayan in bikini creates storm 

TEL AVIV (R) — Moshe Dayan's daughter bas kicked up a; 
political storm in brad by sunbathing in atrikmion Yotn Kippur, ■ 
the holiest day in the Jewish calendar. Yael Dayan, S3, a Labour! 
member of parliament, was photographed on a Tel Aviv beach 
Wednesday mid die tabloid newspaper Hadashot published the- 
picture Thursday. Labour parliamentarians accused Dayan of! 
desecrating Yom Kippur ana urged her to apologise. Pious Jews; 
spend Yom Yippnr, the day of atonement, asking forgiveness by; 
fasting and almost non-stop prayer. Ms. Dayan refused to. 
.apologjse.iipd said Prime Master Yitzhak Rabin, who is not! 

JerWsfr wunrany for ihbwr **1 'heard be- does; 
not drive a car on the Sabbath ... I think that's hypocritical. You; 

drive- On the Sabbath tiecatttfe you are a prime minister?' 
Where is faith here? You eat kosher often you eat outside home.! 
When you’re home you eat pork and shrimp,” Ms. Dayan told; 
Israel Radio in an interview Friday. In public, secular Israeli- 
leaders observe foe Jewish religious ban on eating pork and! 
shellfish. They do not travel-from Friday sundown to Saturday; 
sundown, the Sabbath. While prime minister in 1976, Mr- Rabin; 
was forced to break up his government with the National! 
Religious Party in an uproar over the delivery of U.S. warplanes; 
on the Jewish Sabbath. “I'll sure keep going to the beach on Yom; 
Kippur,” Ms. Dayan said. In former years she had driven to the 
beach, she added. ' 

Turkey returns passport-less Iraqis to Greece j 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey returned 77 Iraqis to Greece Friday! 
despite Greeks requests that the group, travelling without; 
passports, be allowed to land at a southwestern Turkish prat, a- 
Foreign Ministry source said Friday. “The Greeks wanted to! 
deliver die Iraqis here daiming they had originally arrived in; 
Greece via Turkey, but had no way of proving this. We are not- 
obliged to take in people without passports,” the source told! 
Reuters. Lale Aytaman, governor of the Aegean province of 
MugLa, said die Greek passenger ferry Kostakis had sailed back; 
from Bodrum port Friday after Turkish officials refused Greek- 
requests to let the group in. The ship had docked at Bodrum on 
Oct. 3 and bad refused to leave despite foe Turkish refusal to 
admit the Iraqis, she told the Anatolia news agency. Many 
northern Iraqi refugees make their way across the Turkish border 
without documents and risk clandestine sea crossing from 
Turkey’s west coast to nearby Greek islands. Twenty-nine Iraqis, 
were missing and presumed dead after a boat carrying them from 
Turkey capsized in the Aegean Sea Last month. Foreign Ministxy. 
officials say they are cooperating with Athens to prevent the 
illegal passage attempts. 

Assad meets Moroccan foreign minister * j 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez Ai Assad and' 
Moroccan Foreign Minister Abdnl Latif Fllali held discussi ons' 
Friday on foe Middle East peace process, officials said. They said 
Mr. Rlali gave Mr. Assad a message from King Hassan and the 
Syrian president sent one in return. The officials gave no details. 
Syrian Foreign Minister Faronk AI Sharaa met the Moroccan 
monarch last week in Rabat. Diplomats said Morocco was making 
efforts to advance Arab-Israeli peace talks.' 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Salman AI Daboobi ... 

Dr. Rama Mbzmri ............. 

Dr. Joseph Imsih 

Dr. Saced AH 

Km pharmacy 

Fcrdowa pharmacy 

Ai Asema pharmacy ........... 

Naiioukli pharmacy 

A7 Solan pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmdiaui pharmacy 

Fifth circle pharmacy 

Samir pharmacy 

TaU p ha r macy 

Ya 'nh pharmacy ............... 

AI Am' pharmacy 

AI Atarani pharmacy 

Hisbam pharmacy ............... 

OKUD: 

Dr- Amin Abu Bda 

AJ^ds pharmacy 


Amman 31 per cent. Aqaba 32 per 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. RajcbSaqr ........ 

K haBfc h pharmacy ... 


FOod Contra! Centre 6371 11 

CSrilDcfcnoe Department 661111 

Gvfl Defence hmnetfide 

Rescue 630341 

Civri Defence Emergency 799 

Rcscae Police — 192.621111.637177 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pabtic Scanty Department 630321 

Hold Comptonis 605800 

Price Caaiplaiiits ...... 661176 

Water ano Sewerage 

Complaints — 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Comptafans.... 787111 

Tdutonc Information * 

(dtredory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaSs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaS Telephone Repairs .....661101 

laftiaaTdavtsioo ............ 773111 

RfSo Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ FUght Information 0&53200 


OuCcn A£a Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hoada Mbtfieal Centre — 
KbaSdi Maternity, J. Aran .. 
Akifch Maicmity. J. Aura. .. 
Jabal Amman Maternity — 

MaHw*.J. Amman ... 

Palestine. Shmdsani 

Shmckad Hospital 

University Hoqrital 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital ....... 

The Islamic, Abaafi 

Al-Ahl i. AbdaE 

Ita&an, AJ-Mobairccn _.... 

Al-Basbir. J. Ashraficb — 
Army. Marta ................. 

Queen AEa Hospital ....... 

Amal Hospital — — 

ZAKQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital ...... 


.813813/32 
.. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 

642362 

..... 636140 
-. 664171/4 
— 669131 

64S845 

... 66722779 
.666127/37 
_ 664164/6 
„ 777101/3 
,. 775111726 
,. 891611/15 
,.60224050 
— .. 6741^5 , 


Urn Sum Hospital (09) 986732 

AI Mini Modem Hoipial (09)990990 
BUND: 

Princess B*pn> Hospital .. (02)275555 
GrexfcGdho&c Hospital (02)272275 
Ibo AI Nafiecs Honatal — (02]2f7100. 
AQABA: 

Process Haya Hospital .... 00)3)4171 


QUEEN ALIA 

I NTBFINAnONAL AIRPORT 
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Cabinet approves 
rescheduling of debts 
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■AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Cabinet 
Saturday approved an agreement 
; reached between the Ministry of 
■Finance and an Austrian bank on 
^rescheduling Jordan's debts to 
lAustria, totalling 177,312,988 
■Austrian schilling (about ID' 
110.67 million). 

Accotding to tbe agreement, 
;the debts wfll be paid in 14 
•installments, one every six 
.'months. The first installment will 
;be due March 31, 2001. and tbe 
;last on -Sept. 30, 2007. Tbe m- 
! teres t rate on die Teschednled 
;debt will be set according to the 
; variable official rate, which will 

• be fixed quarterly by the Austrian 
: Exports Guarantee Corporation, 
;in addition to 0.6 per cent as 
; guarantee commission and 0.1 
I per cent as administrative ex- 
; peases.' 

The Cabinet decided to antbo- 

• rise the -finance minister to sign 
: the agreement cm behalf of the 
; government. 

Tbe Council of Ministers also 

• agreed that Jordan joins the In- 
; ternational Organisation for 


Migration (IOM) as an observer 
and to allow the IOM to open an 
office in Amman. 

The IMO will be implementing 
programmes pertaining to im gra- 
tkm of nationals, foreigners and 
refugees. 

The Cabinet also approved a 
recommendation by Interior 
Minister Jawdat $boul on the 
formation of the Roman Catholic 
Church Court in Amman. 

Tbe recommendation, based 
on the 1977 law no. 38 cm the 
non-Muslim religious sects conn* 
cfls, specifies that the court will 
be chaired by Father Ghaleb 
Badr and will include as member 
Fathers Issam A1 Zu’mut, Jihad 
Shuweihat, Yacoub Hijazeen, 
Musa AdeU, Jibrafl Hijazeen and 
Yousef NT mat. 

The Cabinet also approved the 
formation of the Roman Catholic 
Court in Jerusalem. The court 
will be chaired by Father Anton 
Issa and will indude as members 
Fathers Boutros Arik, Kamel 
Bathish and Boutros Suleiman. 
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Kabariti appointed acting Minister of Information 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree Saturday announced that 
Minister of Labour Abdul Karim AI Kabariti will be acting 
Minister of Information while Mahmoud AI Sharif is abroad. 

Free medical day organised at Dhiban 

AMMAN (Petra) — A free medical day was organised Friday at 
Dhiban by Chercasian Charitable Society in cooperation with the 
Dhiban community centre. A total of IS physicians, pharmacists 
and nurses took part in tbe free medical treatment offering their 
services to 250 citizens. A society spokesman said that a similar 
day is planned for Suhnm Kfarat in the Irbid gov eroo rate within 
the coining two weeks. 

Food aid distributed to the poor in Tafileh 

TAFTLEH (Petra) — A committee charged with administering 
aid to the poor in Jordan, distributed basic food supplies to 600 
families within the Tafileh govern orate in the past week. A total 
of 60 tonnes of sugar and rice, 1200 bags of tea and 600 tonnes of 
cooking fat were delivered 

Farmers association reduce price of seeds 

DEER. ALLA (Petra) — the Board of tbe Jordan Valley Fanners 
Association (JVFA) held a meeting in Amman Saturday and 
announced a reduction in the price of seeds as a part of a general 
[dan to reduce prices of agricultural produces. Tbe board 
announced that it will gradually announce other reductions later 
this .year. 

Book exhibttfonopenttT at international Expo Centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Depujjsin^ for His Royal Highness Qpjfjn, 
Prince Hasan, Culture Minister Mahmoud AI Sarnia opened 
Saturday a book exhibition at die International Expo Centre, on 
tbe University road. Publishing houses and cultural centres from 
18 Arab and foreign countries are participating in the exhibition. 
Three seminars entitled “Reforming Islamic Thought,” “The 
Role of Women in Nation's Renaissance" and “The Information 
Revolution" will also be held. 

Christian communities to support cancer centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Heads of Christian comm juries in Jordan 
have dedcLJ that sermons during today's (Sunday) mass will be 
dedicated to supporting tbe AI Amal Cancer Centre, being boflt 
near the University of Jordan. The announcement also said that 
collections will benefit the project. 

Walkers march from Aqaba to Amman for King 

AMMAN (Petra) — Three Jordanian travellers arrived in 
Amman Saturday from Aqaba crossing 333 kflometre distance 
between tbe two dries on foot in celebration of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s safe return home. The three travellers are employees at 
(he Jordanian Ports Corporation in Aqaba. 



Her Majesty Queen Norn* behind the wheel of a Mercedes 
Benz bus donated to the Norn* AI Hussein Foundation 
Saturday by Elba House and T. Gargour and FHs Co. 
(photo by George- Crystal) 

NHF gets new bus 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Elba House and T. Gargour and FHs Co. 
Saturday donated a 29-passenger Mercedes bos to the Noor AI 
Hussein Foundation (NHF). The gift was received by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor in a ceremony attended by NHF President 
Ina’m Mufti, Elba House owner Zuhair Khouri and Nadim 
Gargour, one of the owners of Mercedes Benz agency in Jordan. 
Elba House has been accredited by Mercedes as an important bos 
body builder in the Middle East and is tbe first of its kind in 
Jordan. 


Minister gives go-ahead to 
government training centres 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affair s and the Environment and 
the Cities and Villages Develop- 
ment Bank are to set up three 
centres in Jordan to offer training 
to heads of municipal, .aim village 
councils and their staff. 

The announcement wasr’made 
Saturday by Minister of Municip- 
al and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Razzaq 
Tobeishat who said that the three 
centres to be set up in Irbid, 
Kazak and Amman will be fi- 
nanced by die bank and the 
ministry. 

Addressing heads of municipal 
and village councils in Amman, 
tire minister discussed die import- 
ance of continued training 
courses for local councils’ staff 
members who be said ought to 
feam about the municipal laws 
and regulations, and matters re- 
lated to finance and manage- 
ment. 

Dr. Tobeishat said that the 
training was of vital importance if 
the local councils are to be in- 
strumental in promoting develop- 
ment of local communities. 


Training at the three centres 
will benefit all staff members as 
well as tbe ministry and bank’s 
employees. 

Training courses, be added, 
require- lectures on matters re- 
■ lated to the management-of muni- 
cipal mid village councils, field 
tripS'ld “examine’ local councils’ 
activities and other relaxed func- 
tions. 

Also speaking at the meeting, 
Zuhair Khalifa Director General 
of the Cities and Villages De- 
velopment Bank said that the 
training courses conform to the 
government’s directives of up- 
grading the standard of em- 
ployees working for government 
and semi-governmental institu- 
tions. 

The ministry and the bank are 
planning short and long-term 
courses designed to improve the 
functions of local councils. Dr. 
Khalifa said. 

Since 1986, the bank has orga- 
nised a series of training courses 
. in financial, technical and admi- 
nistrative matters related to local 
councils and attended by 4,828 
employees. 


Arafat leaves after five-day visit 


(Continued from page 1) 


. V. ^ 

V- * 
J; 

‘\Z '■ " 


and Dr. Habash’s opposition. 

; Z'.-t'zf - : “Dr. Habash made it dear to 

Mr. Arafat that the PFLP re- 
. . mains very much opposed to the 
' peace talks in their present form 

- and content and will continue to 
voice' his rejection of imposed 

3 n 1 solutions on the Palestinian peo- 
ple," said one of tbe sources. 

Mr. Arafat met with Dr. 
Habash in Amman last Wednes- 
day as part of his ongoing efforts 
to reunify PLO ranks ahead of 
the resumption of peace- talks 
r - • ' with Israel in Washington on Oct. 
! •■<»*- 21. 

. ‘ The PFLP was one of the 
.leading groups in 10-faction 
Palestinian coalition which issued 
a hardline statement last month 
" rejecting the Palestinian self-rule 
plan being discussed with Israel 
^ and urging tbe Arafat-guided 
jj-zrf PS' 1 Palestinian negotiators to quit tbe 
peace talks. 

Dr, Habash told the Reuter 
.... news agency Friday that he {lid 

■ not find any change of mind in 

• Mr. Arafat 

, - ' J “I haven’t felt until this mo- 

; meat Abu Ammar has in his mind 
' a fundamental change,” he was 
quoted as saying. “But we hope 
j '■ that with continued activity of the 

• 10 factions a common Palestinian 

■ will will crystalise enough that the 
' official leadership of the PLO 
i cannot but take its view into 
i account’* 

Mr. Arafat was expected to fly 
'to Damascus from Amman for 
talks with the Syrian leadership as 

- well as leaders of some of the 
factions which endorsed last 
month’s call in an effort to avert 
further schism in the Palestinian 
ranks. Instead, he flew to Tunis 
from Amman. 

. There was no immediate ex- 
planation for the cancellation of 


tbe visit to Syria. Semen PLO 
officials said last week that Mr. 
Arafat was scheduled to go to 
Damascus after his visit to Am- 
man. 

One of tbe main themes for 
Mr. Arafat’s talks with Syrian 
president Hafez AI Assad was 
expected to be Palestinian fears 
that Damascus aright art a sepa- 
rate deal with Israel without 
addressing tbe Palestinian prob- 
lem. 

During his stay in Amman, Mr. 
Arafat did not directly refer to 
fears of a Syrian-Israeli deal. But, 
in comments to Jordan Televi- 
sion, be affirmed tbe need for a 
“consolidate Arab stand’’ to 
counter Israel. 

In his talks with Dr. Habash, 
the sources said, Mr. ■ Arafat 
assured tbe PFLP leader that “no 
Palestinian agreement will be 
concluded with Israel without the 
approval" of the PNC, the 
Palestinian parhameut-in-exfle , 
and that “no Palestinian rights 
will be surrendered." 

The PLO chairman also said 
that “all Palestinian groups will 
be kept fully informed of the 
talks,” said the source, noting 
that no PLO faction represented 
in the PCC has indicated that it 
would stay away from next 
week's meeting in Tunis. 

Published statements of the 
PFLP and the democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Front 
(DFLP)*Ied by Nayef Hawatmeb 
as troll as other Palestinian fac- 
tions inside and outside the PLO 
umbrella, indicate that die 10- 
member coalition believes that 
opposition to the peace talks is 
growing among the Palestinians 
in the occupied territories. 

This point was emphasised by 
Dr. Habash daring last week's 
talks. “The Palestinian masses, 
whether in the occupied territor- 
ies or outside, do not support any 


surrendering of tbe national 
legitimate rights of tbe Palesti- 
nian people, including their right 
of return and the right to set up 
an independent state," said the 
source. 

Bnt sources in Fateh, tbe 
largest PLO faction and Mr. Ara- 
fat’s power-base, and indepen- 
dent observers reject this conten- 
tion. 

“On overwhelming majority of 
tbe Palestinians supports the 
peace process and the PLO 
approach to tbe peace talks," said 
a Fateh official. 

According to independent 
observers, Mr. Arafat’s main 
concern is over the position of the 
PFLP. “Other groups in tbe 10- 
member coalition have only a 
marginal role,” said one obser- 
ver. 

The observer noted that the 
DFLP, which dominates Palesti- 
nian women’s movements, was 
split in the middle between Mr. 
Hawatmeb and his rival Abed 
Rabbo, Hamas, tbe fundamental- 
ist Islamic movement which is 
challenging the PLO leadership 
in the occupied territories and 
another signatory to last month’s 
call, is not a PLO faction. 

“That leaves seven groups 
which have very littie presence in 
the occupied territories and have 
a marginal role in Palestinian 
politics,” siad die observer. 

Qatari soldier 

(Continued from page 1) 

Saudi Arabia said it was a dash 
between nomadic bedouins from 
both countries and denied its 
troops were involved or that they 
entered Qatari territory. 

Saudi bedouins said tbe Qatari 
soldier was captured by the Mur- 
ra tribe after a dash with Qatari 
border guards who crossed into 
their tribal land in Saudi Arabia 
to extend tbe Khofous border 
post. 


Conference 
hopes to 

turn Jordan 
green 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
En viro nmental Pollution 
(JSGEP) is organising a confer- 
ence on organic agriculture on 
Monday to promote public 
awareness of the need to protect 
tiie environment. 

Hie symposium organised in 
cooperation with the Friedrich 
Nanmann Foundation, w31 be 
part of a national campaign by 
the Society who seek to reduce 
levels ofpoUutiod m Jordan. 

An official from JSCEP said 
that the meeting will be attended 
by op to 150 agricultural en- 
gineers and farmers as well as 
representatives of relevant gov- 
ernment ministries, university de- 
partments, and voluntary orga- 
nisations. 

The subject of organic agricul- 
ture as a substitute for conven- 
tional agricultural methods will 
be discussed along with a host of 
other topics that will focus on 
reducing the intensive use. of che- 
micals in farming. The partici- 
pants will also study the use and 
misuse of fertilisers, of chemicals 
to combat pests, and means of 
employing treated waste water 
agricultural purposes. 

According to an expert from 
the University of Jordan, ‘organic 
agriculture' refers to agricuttnre 
without the use of artificial ferti- 
lisers. 

The society official said that 
the conference also aims at in- 
creasing ties between Society 
members and fanners in the fight 
against soil contamination. 


Jordanian wins 

letter-writing 

competition 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
female student Mervat Jawarneh 
has won first prize in an interna- 
tional competition of Letter- 
Writing for the Young 1992. 

Ms. Jawarneh, a student in the 
giris secondary school oflnbch in 
the Irbid governorate, received 
the award from Ministry of Post 
and Communications Secretary 
General Abdullah AI Jazi at a 
special ceremony in Amman. 

After receiving the award Ms. 
Jawarneh announced that she 
would present it to His Majesty 
King Hussein on the occasion of 

his safe return home after surgical 
operations abroad. 

Dr. Jazi also presented the girl 
with a stamps album and some 
stamps as a gift from the Ministry 
of Post and Communications to 
mark the universal postal day. 

The award was organised by 
the Universal Postal Union 
(UPU) and tbe winners were 
chosen by a special committee 
from tbe United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 

The tide of Ms. Jawaraeh’s 
winning entry was: “Letter from 
a seaman accompanying Christ- 
opher Columbus to a child living 
in tbe 20th century.** 

This year marks the 500th 
anniversary of Columbus’s dis- 
covery of t he new world. 


Improved trade seen as thaw in 
Jordaniait-Saudi relations 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Eighty per cent of 
Jordan's pre-Guif war trade with 
Saudi Arabia has been recovered 
over tbe past nine months, and 
private traders are expected to 
continue efforts to restore the 
Kingdom's traditional markets in 
the Gulf states, said Mohammad 
Asfour, chairman of the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce. * 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times Saturday. Mr. Asfour, 
who is also the president of the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce, 
said that Jordan’s trade with 
Saudi Arabia “has increased from 
zero to eighty per cent (of the 
pre-Gulf war level) in the past 
nine months," but added that 
more effort and meetings were 
needed before tbe counhy could 
recover its traditional markets in 
the Gulf. 

“As a trade sector, we are 
obviously trying to contribute to a 
thaw in relations between our 
brothers in Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf states.” Mr. Asfour said. 

But although tbe increase in 
trade is an apparent indication of 
change in tbe political atmos- 
phere between Jordan and its 
powerful Saudi neighbour, Mr. 
Asfour said that tbe Saudi and 
Jordanian private sectors were 


trying to establish a relationship 
which is independent from the 
official political climate and “one 
Chat is not affected by political 
statements on either side.” 

A senior official, who re- 
quested anonymity, said that 
while Jordan was looking for 
reconciliation with Saadi Arabia 
and other Gulf states, this im- 
provement in economic relations 
was “purely the result of efforts 
by die private sector.” 

However, tbe official said that 
Jordan saw Saudi Arabia as “the 
key to improved Arab-Arab rela- 
tions” and was going to continue 
efforts to bridge political differ- 
ences and tensions between tbe 
two countries. 

Privately, officials say that this 
apparent return to normal trade 
relations with Saudi Arabia is a 
healthy side-road into normalisa- 
tion of political relations, but that 
it was too early to make concrete 
statements on the political ele- 
ment. 

Mr. Asfour said that private 
traders will invite as many traders- 
from Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
states as possible to visit Jordan 
and discuss ways to improve 
trade. 

He said that the head of the 
Qatari Chamber of Commerce 
has asked to visit Jordan at the 
head of a team of traders and that 



Mohammad Asfour 

his request will be welcomed and 
encouraged by Jordanians. 

"The response from most 
countries has been positive and 
there has been enthusiasm from 
all sides to by-pass political obsta- 
cles in the way of such meetings.” 
Mr. Asfour said. 

He also revealed that there has 
been interest expressed from the 
Saudi private sector in invest- 
ments in Jordan and legislation 
regulating it. 

“We have legislations that en- 
courage investments in Jordanian 
projects and we might be seeing 
an increase in Saudi capital in- 
vested in these projects.” Mr. 
Asfour said. 


Deal with Lebanon expected to bolster exports 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Lebanese Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Ahmed Ibrahim 
hailed the trade agreement signed 
between Jordan and Lebanon last 
week as a stepping stone for more 
protocols to come. 

“We (Lebanon) consider this 
agreement as a beginning and it 
will encourages us to have other 
agreements in different fields like 
tourism, transport, transit and 
culture,” Mr. Ibrahim said in a 
recent interview with tbe Jordan 
Times. 

Under the seven point agree- 
ment, Jordan and Lebanon wfll 
reduce or eliminate customs 
duties on several types of goods 
exchanged. 

Tariffs on textiles, that pre- 
viously ranged from 40 per cent 
to 100 per cent per product, will 
be reduced by one-third, and 
custom-duty and quotas on agri- 
cultural products will be elimin- 
ated completely. The only restric- 


tion is that Jordanian fruits and 
vegetables can only be exported 
when they do not conflict with 
Lebanon’s season for the same 
products. 

Livestock and natural re- 
sources such as phosphate, 
potash and minerals from the 
Dead sea are also exempt from 
.taxes. 

“The new agreement is going 
to open more avenues of trade 
between the two countries. It wfll 
help Jordan’s exports of agri- 
cultural and industrial products,” 
said Hassem Hindawi, Director 
of Economic Cooperation and 
Export Promotion at tbe Ministry . 
of Industry and Trade. 

According to tbe Department 
of Statistics. Jordan exported ab- 
out JD 10 million worth of goods 
to Lebanon in .1991, up from 
about JD 1. million in 1988 when 
Lebanon was still. .wracked, by 
civil war. 

In 1991, Lebanon exports to 
Jordan valued about JD 21 mil- 
lion, up from JD 7.9 million in 


1988. 

According to Mr. Hindawi, 
Jordan does not have a similar 
trade agreement with any other 
country in the region. 

“Jordan has more in common 
with Lebanon than with any 
other Arab country. We have the 
same philosophy, that of a free 
market.” Mr. Hindawi said. 

Conditions are built into the 
agreement to promote Lebanese- 
Jordanian trade and dash imports 
from abroad. One condition is 
that only products that have a 
local input of more than 40 per 
cent will in terms of labour and 
raw products etc. will receive a 
one-third tax reduction. 

Lebanon and Jordan will also 
have an annual trade fair where 
businesses can sell up to $5 mil- 
lion worth of goods tax free, 
athough a clause states that no 
more, than 3 per cent of the s^les 
can be of one product. - 

“Jordan knows about Leba- 
non’s products but Lebanon 
doesn't know about Jordan’s,” 


Mr. Hindawi said, adding chat the 
Kingdom has about 5.000 indust- 
rial companies, less than Leba- 
non. 

Under tbe wide-ranging agree- 
ment, that also include technolo- 
gy, tourism, and economic coop- 
eration. a joint committee will he 
established to increase exports to 
third world countries, to promote 
joint ventures and to review the 
effectiveness of the protocol. 

“I think that the Jordanian 
industry is of very good quality 
and I think they can manufacture 
goods more cheaply than us. Our 
factories and industries have been 
destroyed by the war and we need 
■Jordan’s trade,” Mr. Ibrahim 
said. 

India is the biggest importer of 
Lebanese goods, followed by 
Arab [.Common Market (ACM) 
member states and Jordan. Jor- 
dan .gnpora mainly from the 
European Community states, fol- 
lowed by ACM countries, the 
United States and Lebanon. 


Food coupon fraud — 
four suspects referred 
to attorney general 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Four em- 
ployees working for the Ministry 
of Supply have been referred to 
the attorney general for investiga- 
tion into alleged mis-handhng of 
food coupons, according to a 
report in the local press Saturday. 

Minister of Supply Mohammad 
AI Saqqaf took the decision after 
an inspection team touring 
coupon distribution centres disco- 
vered ■ that the suspects were 
stealing coupons and distributing 
them for their own profit. 

The inspection teams were cal- 
led when the Ministry of Supply 
became suspicious that all of then- 
coupons were not accounted for, 
the report said. The suspects, all 
working at tbe same distribution 
centre, were allegedly keeping 
coupons not claimed by then- 
owners. 

It was in the wake of tbe Gulf 
crisis in 1990 that tbe Ministry of 


Supply introduced the food 
coupon and rationing system to 
ensure the Kingdom’s supplies 
would not be smuggled abroad. 

Tbe coupons purchase sugar, 
rice and powdered milk at re- 
duced prices subsidised by the 
government. 

And the system is designed for 
Jordanian citizens alone which 
means that foreign nationals, 
hotels and other org ani s ati ons do 
not benefit from foe subsidy. 

The minister was quoted tty AI 
Ra’i Arabic daily as saying that 
strict measures will be taken 
against die suspects whose case 
mil be referred to court. 

Mr. Saqqaf said that be hoped 
such practices would not re- 
occur because the ministry will 
take severe measures against any- 
one trying to tamper with public 
funds. 


JPDP applies for recognition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
People’s Democratic Party 
(JPDP) Saturday formally sub- 
mitted an application to the 
Ministry of Interior to establish 
itself as a legitimate political par- 
ty- 

A statement by JPDP’s office 
in Amman said that a group from 
tbe party’s leadership called at 
the Ministry to submit tbe ap- 
plication together with a list of its 
constituent members who five in 
various go ve morales of tbe King- 
dom. 


Tbe JPDP is the seventh party 
to submit an application to the 
jnimstiy since Oct. 1st. 

Their membership includes 
JPDP’s Secretary General 
Tayseer AI Zibri and his Deputy 
Bassam Haddadin along with 
Salem Nahhas, Hussein Abu 
Rumman and Baiah AI Abu 
Ulayy from their political bureau. 

The JPDP dams that it has 
existed in Jordan since 1974. It 
held its firet National Convention 
in July of 1989. 
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FALL SHOPPING 


A collection of uniquely hand crafted home furnishing, 
fashion accessories and traditional products: 

Quilts * Cushions ☆X-mas items ☆ Picture 
frames Lamp shades -fr Leather handbags 
ft Canvas tote bags ft Natural olive oil soap, 
ft Collector's dolls ft Food ft Embroidered 
fashionwear ft 
At tbe Marriott Hotel from Sunday Oct 11th to Friday 
Oct. 16th, 10-8 pan. 


Talks on Middle East 
power grid begin 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Ministers from four Arab states 
and Turkey meeting in Damascus 
are expected to approve on Sun- 
day tbe first stage of the plan to 
link their electricity networks by 
1997. 

“The link-up of the electric- 
ity networks is an ambitious pro- 
ject that would benefit all five 
countries," Syria’s Electricity 
Minister Kamel Al-Baba told the 
opening session, which is 
attended by Ali Abul Ragheb, 
Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources. 

"The differences in dimate and 
consequent differences in power 
consumption would allow the 
countries with electricity sur- 
pluses to supply others,” Mr Al- 
Baba added. 

Egypt’s Electricity Minister 
Maher A baza said work was 
already under way on a project to 


link the electricity networks o: 
Egypt and Jordan that was ex 
pected to be completed in 1995 

Iraq's Minister of Heavy Indus 
tiy and Military Industrialisation 
General Amer Hammoudi AI 
Saadi, making a rare Iraq 
appearance in Damascus, ex 
pressed his country’s support foi 
the project 

He said more than 92 per cent 
of Iraq’s electridty generator un- 
its were destroyed in the carlj 
hours of fighting in last year’: 
Gulf war that evicted Iraqi force; 
from Kuwait. Saadi said 80 pei 
cent of the damage had beer 
restored by last May. But more 
was needed to be done. 

He appealed for support frou 
“friends" to allow Iraq, which i< 
under U.N. Security Couna! 
sanctions, to be allowed to impon 
materia] needed to frilly restore 
its power generation. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Exhibitions 

Exhibition of paintings and sculptures by artist Nadeem at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

National industries exhibition which inc lud es electric ap- 
pliances, carpets, food supplies, chemical detergents, clothes, 
paints and other items at AI Hasson Sports Stadium In Irbid. 
Exhibition of ofl and watercolour paintings entitled “Concepts 
in the Structure of Space’’ by Dr. George Sayegh at Abdnl 
Hameed Shaman Foundation Gallery — ( Open 10 a.m. tflB 5 
pun.) 

Art exhibition by Ahmad Nawash at Aha Art Gallery. 



THE AL-HUSSEIN SOCIETY 
FOR THE REHABILITATION 
OF THE PHYSICALLY 
HANDICAPPED 
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Wishes to express its appreciation and grateful 
thanks to the management and employees of 
the Marriott Hotel for their splendid organisation 
of the Thursday, October 8th fun train-ride fund 
raising day. It was truly a day to remember. 
A special thank you is extended to all who 
participated to make the day a success. 
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Other side first 

THE UNPRECEDENTED show of support by Jorda- 
nians for A1 Amal Cancer Centre Friday is not only a 
magnificent expression of the people’s deep commit- 
ment to humanitarian causes but also a moving 
experience, new to our society. The several minions 
reportedly pledged for the project are a living testi- 
mony of where the public stands on issues affecting the 
health and welfare of our citizens. Particularly moving 
was the army of young Jordanian volunteers r oaming 
the streets in search of contributions with tremendous 
enthusiasm and dedication. 

Yet this demonstration of care and humanity for the 
eradication and treatment of cancer calls for a 
reciprocal response from the government, not so much 
in terms of equal financial investment but rather in the 
demonstration of a stronger will to prevent the spread 
of the deadly disease among Jordanians. There is little 
sense in spending millions on building me dical institu- 
tions for the treatment of cancer if the central 
government remains lax in its cancer preventive 
measures across the board. With water and basic 
agricultural products ^tOI suspected of being con- 
taminated, all efforts to construct multi-million struc- 
tures would remain incomplete and would lack mean- 
ing. 

There is hardly a visible campaign to alert the 
people to the increasing rate of cancer incidences in the 
country, due to a variety of reasons* especially those 
which could be avoided and prevented with the 
application of a more stringent control over poUutHm. 

Friday’s novel and magnificent show to collect funds 
for the Amal Goitre would have been that much more 
meaningful had it carried the donMe message of cancer 
prevention and cancer treatment at the same time. 

With tobacco smoking still rampant even in public 
places where it is actually illegal, and with our air, 
food and water continuing to be polluted and con- 
taminated by black smoke and chemicals and pesti- 
cides, all efforts to treat cancer would remain suspect 
in onr eyes. In economic terms, not to mention hnman 
suffering, it would be infinitely less costly to prevent 
the disease from spreading than to try to heal it even 
with the state of the art medical technology. Unless and 
nnt3 this dimension of the equation is dealt with 
sensibly, the country’s sense of priority in this vein 
would not be right. In Jordan, the people are ready to 
do their bit as evidenced on Friday. It is now the 
government’s turn to reciprocate this generosity and 
positive reaction by the public by doing what is 
necessary for cancer awareness and prevention 
throughout. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Saturday commented on the United 
Nations refusal of an Iraqi request to delay sending inspection 
teams to Baghdad next week to continue dismantling the 
country's long range missile arsenal. The U.N. committee in 
charge of the inspection is persistent in hs position and does not 
agree to any delay while Iraq wants to delay the inspectors’ visit 
and task until after the U.S. presidential elections because 
President George Bush might benefit from this mission to boost 
his image in the race to the White House, said the paper. By being 
so obstinate, the U.N. committee is not serving anyone because 
such an intransigent position could cause another crisis between 
the Iraqi government and the U.N. organisation, the paper said. 
The same committee had been behind the crisis that arose over 
the inspection of the Iraqi agriculture ministry and which ended 
with the discovery that the building contained nothing that could 
be considered as military secret, recalled the daily. The paper said 
that the U.N. committee's position can best be described as a 
provocative move that can benefit no party because it could create 
another crisis. The paper called on the U.N. committee to 
reconsider its position and take into consideration Baghdad’s 
request for the brief delay which can harm no one but which can 
stop Mr. Bush from exploiting the inspection to improve his 
image in the current U.S. presidential campaign. It said that the 
delay of the inspectors’ mission is not impossible if the concerned 
parties harbour good intentions. 

COMMENTING ON the success of the charity week which 
culminated Friday with Che announcement that more than ID 4 
million have been collected for the construction of A1 Amal 
Cancer Centre, a columnist in A! Dustour called for further steps 
on the part of the concerned organisations to ensure continued 
service to the cancer patients once the centre has been set up. 
Mohammad Kawash said that Friday and the whole last week 
witnessed an embodiment of solidarity among the Jordanian 
people who rose altogether in support of the projected centre 
which would give hope to thousands of people suffering from the 
killer disease. The writer said that the day is nearing for the 
completion of the centre, thanks to the generous contributions of 
people and organisations in Jordan and ah the institutions and 
volunteers who helped to make the campaign a real success. But, 
the writer said, the centre will be in continuous need for 
contributions or income from any sources in order to ensure its 
continued operations. The writer suggested that the government 
'introduce measures by which it imposes extra charges on cigarette 
prices and on factories whose chimneys emit poisonous fumes and 
channel the extra charges to A1 Amal Cancer Centre. The writer, 
■furthermore, suggested that the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) and the national commission supervising the 
contribution campaign organise similar events on fixed days each 
year. By doing this, he said, people can be assured of continued 
flow of contributions that would ensure continued treatment 
services to the patients. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Dr. Fahed A1 Fanek 


Treasury to save JD90 million in 1993 


THE AIM of the Jordanian economic adjustment programme is 
to rid Jordan of the big and persistent budget deficit. The budget 
deficit is considered the main reason for all weaknesses and 
distortions in the Jordanian economy, including the deficit in the 
current account of the balance of payments, the excess of private 
and public consumption, relative to gross domestic product 
(GDP), and the huge burden of foreign indebtedness. In one 
sweeping judgment; The budget deficit is responsible for most if 
not all of the imbalances and distortions that the Jordanian 
economy experiences and it needs corrective measures. 

The programme started from the point that the deficit of the 
budget in the base year 1991 amounted to 17.5 per cent of GDP, a 
very high percentage. The job of eliminating this gap was divided 
over seven years, at an average reduction rate of 2.5 per cent of 
GDP every year. If this plan is carried out, the fiscal deficit in die 
Jordanian budget will disappear in 1998. Jordan will then gam its 
financial independence and will become financially self-sufficient 
for the first time in its modem history. 

According to the latest IMF estimates, the deficit in the budget 
will be reduced by 4.5 per cent of GDP in the current year 1992. 
The performance will therefore exceed the targets set by the 


programme which some observers labelled as too ambitious or 
unattainable. Now the targets of the programme appear to be 

practical and feasible. # . 

The extra performance was not solely attributable to improving 
revenues and controlling expenditures. Only 2.5 per cent of GDP 
was achieved through these means as envisaged by tire program- 
me, while the additional 2 per cent of GDP came from 
non-recurring sources, tire most important of which were a 
customs duty on the cars of the expatriate returnees, around JD50 
million; and fees collected in lieu of flag service, around JD10 
million. . . . 

The new target for fiscal effort in 1993 will be to reduce the 
deficit in the budget by a further 2JS per cent of GDP. But ip view 
of the overperformance in 1992, one percentage point of 
reduction will be acceptable in 1993. 

This means that the finance minister will be required to reduce 
expenses and/or increase revenue by 3 per cent of GDP of which 2 
per cent are meant to make up for the sources that will not recur 
in 1993, and another 1 per cent as listed in the programme for 
each year, until 1998, adjusted in view of the extra performance in 
1992. . , 

In other words, the finance minister has the formidable duty of 


findin, out an extra amount of JD90 million during 19 93- oth er 

thmhy°borrowing. of which JD50 to 60 mdhon 

rente ce the one time duty on returnees’ cars andflag service fees. 

SSd, donor apply in 19 93, and the I balance ° f 

to achieve a further, reduction of defiat by enhancing revenues 

and suppressing expenditures. _ 

So fer, the Ministry of Finance used a variety of means to 
increase revenue. Each time the ministry was met with an outcry 
and a wave of criticism and resistance. However, if people want 
the programme to succeed and Jordan to gain its real independ- 
ence and not remain dependent on foreign aid and the good wiu 
of donors for ever, they have to get used to these measures. 

Of course there is room to reduce capital expenditure , which 
was unnecessarily high in the budget of 1992, but that reduction 
alone would not be sufficient. There is still a need to widen the 
base of tax collection and reduce certain expenses, including 

subsidies. . _ . 

The budget of 1993 will not be an easy document to plan. It is 
not enough to have a hard-nosed minister of finance to push 
forward and pave the way. It takes also an understanding 
parliament, a weU-mfonned press arid responsible politicians and 
public opinion-makers to make the plan work. 


Maronites’ boycott of the elections: 
Last-ditch effort and political gaffe 


By GJ3. Ja 


“Christian” Lebanon is now Mus- 
lim and is well on the way to 
becoming a Shiite-led country; 
that is the one dear, simple fact 
that has emerged from the recent 
general election, (in which voting 
for the last five Maronite seats 
will take place on 11 October). 

The seats in the 128-member 
parliament are now, for the first 
time, divided equally between 
Christians and Muslims, but 
everyone knows that that is a 
fudge so that the Christians, espe- 
cially the once-dommant Maro- 
nites, do not get too alarmed 
because of tile changing balance 
of power. This is the Christians' 
last hurrah. The next parliament 
MU be voted in on the one-man- 
one-vote principle and that wfl] 
produce a Muslim majority. 

The demographic picture is 
dean The population of Lebanon 
now numbers about 2.7 million, 
down one million since before the 
dvfl war, due to. emigration, and 
'of -that 2.7 miDion one million are 
Shiites, who are now the largest 
single community (all the 
Lebanese communities are 
minorities). 

The Muslims constitute 65 per 
emit and the Christians 35 per 
cent, of which 18 per cent overall 
are Maronites and 14 per cent 


Greek Orthodox. 

And yet, till the 1989 Taif 
Agreement that ended the 
Lebanese civil war, the Maronites 
ran Lebanon. They had a 
monopoly hold on the following 
positions: The president of the 
republic, the commander-in- 
efuef, head of military intelli- 
gence. bead of dvil intelligence, 
chief justice, bead of the court of 
appeal, governor of the central 
bank. Little wonder that they 
thought of Lebanon as “theirs” 
and because it was theire it was 
the “Land of Light” and also, 
notoriously, the land of violence, 
bloodshed and cruelty. 

Therefore, it is understandable 
that the loss of such a massive 
pricilege should make the Maro- 
nites, normally eaten up by a 
minority psychosis, more than 
ever unstable, either arrogant or 
incurably fearful. 

To crown it all, the Maronites 
are. now realising that their last 
big political effort, the boycotting 
of jtbe elections, was a terrible 
mistake, ostensibly because of 
Syrian interference, but in reality 
because, they want to sabotage 
the new parliament which will 
secularise the administration and 
thus strip the Maronites of their 
reserved privileges. No other* 


community followed the Maro- 
nite boycott because the Greek 
Orthodox, the Suxmi Muslims, 
tiie Shiites and the Dnize, all 
voted. Even many Maronites 
voted because of the 24 Maronite 
seats there were normal elections 
for 14. The Maronite militants 
made frantic efforts to stop any 
respectable Maronites standing 
for the forthcoming election in 
the Keserouan constituency, in 
the heart of the Maronite heart- 
land, on October 11. But the 
militants failed aiffr very re- 
spected personalities are stand- 
ing. 

The futile gesture of the Maio- 
nite boycott has only meant that 
the strongest of foe Maronite 
leaders are not in parliament but 
those of foe Muslims are, metod- 
ing 15 militants, two S unnis and 
the rest Shiites representing Hiz~ 
bollab directly or its allies. More 
fearful than .ever, jiow.foe^faio— 
nites are continuing, to. emigrate 
and every day long.qoeoes fbnn. 
outside Western consulates, even 
though several of foese have 
announced ' that they cannot 
accept any more Lebanese. 

Thu exodus is not necessarily a 
bad thing for Lebanon. The smal- 
ler the Maronite element in the 
country, the happier it will be 


because .the disgruntled Maro- 
nites are simply not prepared to 
accept the new Lebanon that the 
15 year dvil war has produced; 
they are not prepared to accept 
the hard feet that they lost that 
war (largely because of self- 
inflicted wounds) and conse- 
quently that their position in the 
country is much diminished. 

Happily, the Maronite tniKtias 
are no longer able to challenge 
the new order violently. Thanks 
to die overawing presence of the 
Syrian army, these and other 
mOmas have been disarmed, at 
least of their heavy weapons. But 
more im p or tantly, the Maronite 
community is divided against it-, 
self and lades the will to fight and 
obstruct, except for one Maronite 
leader who remains dangerous 
because he is popular: ex- 
General Michel Aotm, exiled to 
Franoe after the failure of his 
attempt to usurp the positionof 
president. For all-too-many 
: Maronites he remains their last 
hope, their “man on a white 
horse” who wfll one day come' 
galloping to their rescue and save 
them, above all, froiij the Sy- 
rians. 

Bat since tins is an insubstan- 
tial hope, as foe Maronite ex- 
tremists, no longer able to domin- 


ate foe whole of Lebanon, are 
talking of splitting the country 
into cantons, so that they can still 
be in charge of their ownmacb- 
redneed Marotmistan. 

Mr. Aoun is whipping up 
Maronite hopes and fears iu 
statements from France which 
violate the agreement under 
which he Was permitted to leave 
Lebanon. Grassroots support fo 
Mr. Aoun was strong enough to 
pressure even the Maronite pat- 
riarch into giving his support to 
the boycott of the election. If the 
Maronites are frustrated, so too 
are the militant supporters of 
Hizbollah, foe pro-Iranian Shiite 
militia which held the Western 
hostages. This is because as a 
party which is now in parliament; 
Hizbollah has to behave respons- 
ibly and moderately; the political 
game has “tamed” Hizbollah, it is 
said. Once foe nef/gpvesjgnent is 
formed lir a few weeks time.- it is 
expected that the Lebanese army 
will move' into the southenrsub-- 
mig/rf Beirut, Hizbollah strpn- 
ghoTo* wf&ifc * ftnprisoriOT *foft- 
bostages. The militia units still 
there will be disarmed with Hiz- 
bollah agreement which means 
that it wfll lose its power base in 
the Beirut area but not its politic- 
al base. Its power base will re- 


main Id southern Lebanon where; 
it will not be disarmed until there, 
is peace with Israel, because HQz- 
bofiah’s continuing attacks on the 
Israeli occupation zone is a.' 
national duty. 

B ecause of all this political 
uncertainty foe economic recov- 
ery of the country is stalled; 
investments, even by rich 
Lebanese, abroad and interna- - 
tional aid are simply not forth-! 
coming. The World Bank is talk-, w 
ing about granting Lebanon $150; 
million next year, but the U.N.! 
estimates that Lebanon wifl need. 
$1.5 billion annually for the next, 
five years. The poverty in Leba-! 
non is so widespread that foe' 
government refused to publish a. 
report on poverty that it itself had 
commissioned because the facts 
were too alarming. But how can!, 
the Lebanese economy produce 
its.. famous “bounce", when the 
deqtridty, telephone and telex 
systems do not work (and 'larger* 
"umHarger piter of garbageb&ouT 
• foe-potholed, streets)?*.- . -<• 

“ “Have foe IfebfofeSf JmHw * 
national self-confidence and self- 
respect for ever or for a number 
of years to come? Yes, perhaps, 
as a multi-faith country, but prob-«. 
ably not as a Muslim country — ■ 
Middle East International. 


Abortion rights movement watches East Europe, United States 


By Clare Nullis 

The Associated Press 

GENEVA — Abortion used to 
be an almost routine form of birth 
control in much of Eastern 
Europe. But as new political, 
social and religious realities take 
shape in the post-communist era, 
a woman’s right to an abortion is 
under attack. 

The trend worries abortion 
rights activists in Western 
Europe, where — with the excep- 
tion of Ireland — early abortion 
is readier available. They fear 
changes in Eastern Europe could 
lead to renewed battles over 
abortion in foe West. 

The picture in the East is not 
uniform, however. 

In Romania and Albania — 
where all forms of contraception 
were previously banned by hard- 
line regimes intent on increasing 
the population — foe number of 
legal abortions reportedly is ris- 
ing. in Estonia, economic 
hardship since independence from 
Moscow has brought an increase 
in abortions. 

But in Poland, the legislature 
appears likely to make it harder 
to get abortions. And abortion 


foes also are strong in Hungary, 
Chechoslovakia, Slovenia and 
Lithuania. 

Abortion rights supporters say 
any clampdown in Eastern 
Europe will be a step in the 
wrong direction, especially since 
contraceptives are scarce and 
often unreliable. They argue it is 
part of a worrying deterioration 
in the status of women, also re- 
flected in dedining numbers of 
female legislators in Eastern 
European nations. 

“Women’s rights are dropping 
from foe political agenda," said 
Jotenta Plakwicz of the Polish 
Feminist Association, a partici- 
pant at a European conference on 
abortion and contraception in 
late September. 

The conference in Geneva 
drew 184 supporters of abortion 
rights from 28 countries. It dis- 
cussed a list of demands, indud- 
ing the right of women to have 
access to all medically approved 
metliods of abortion, improved 
sex education and free access to 
contraception. 

“Everybody thinks we should 
have fewer abortions,” said the 
conference’s organiser, Anne- 
Marie Rey of the Swiss Union for 
Decriminalising Abortion. “The 


only way to achieve this is 
through better sex education, and 
more contraception.” 

There are no figures on the 
total number of abortions in 
Europe, although most experts 
say it is stabilising or decreasing 
in Western Europe. 

The rate of abortion in the 
United States is higher than many 
other developed countries. Marie 
Bass, a lobbyist with the 
Washington-based Reproductive 
Health Technology Product, 
cited estimates that there were 
1.6 million abortions in the Un- 
ited States in 19%. 

A string of supreme court rul- 
ings — including the latest one 
that left the way open for states to 
introduce more restrictive legisla- 
tion — worries the abortion rights 
movement in the United States 
and Europe. 

“There is the feeling that the 
United States had the best law 
and West Europe was following 
in that direction,” Ms. Bass said 
in an interview at the conference. 
“Now this is being' reversed and 
there is a lot of anxiety that if the 
United States retreats on abor-' 
tion then this could have an im- 
pact on foe direction of Europe.” 

Beatrijs Stemerding, of foe 


Dutch group Women's Global 
Network for Reproductive 
Rights, said predominantly Ro- 
man Catholic Poland is likely to 
take foe toughest stance, with a 
proposed ban on abortions and 
imprisonment for any doctors in- 
volved. 

Abortion was available almost 
on demand in Poland under a law 
. passed in 1956. But many state- 
rnn hospitals now refuse to carry 
out abortions in anticipation cif 
foe new law and medical code of 
ethics, and prices in private cli- 
nics have soared. 

Polish women now are going to 
Czechoslovakia, Lithuania and 
Germany for abortions, Ms. 
Plakwicz said. 

As a result of privatisation, 
many Polish pharmacies stock 
contraceptives. However, they 
are rarely advertised and it b 
difficult to find out how safe and 
effective they are, she said. Only 
an estimated 4 per cent of Poles 
use c o ntr a ce p tion. 

Ms. Stemerding said increasing 
pressure from the anti-abortion 
movement — often with financial 
backing from American groups 
— and foe Catholic Church b 
Gkely to lead to more restrictive 


laws in Hungary, Czechoslovakia 
and Slovenia. 

However, a Lithuanian expert. 
Dr. Alina Zvinkliene, said 
women themselves are in- 
creasingly rejecting abortion, 
although it remains a common 
method erf birth control. 

And, she said, even women 
who support the right to an abor- 
tion are busy trying to hold down 
jobs and run famili es and have 
neither the energy nor inclination 
to join feminist movements. 

“The government is still di- 
verted by economic problems so 
there’s not yet much discussion 
about new abortion laws," she 
said in an interview. “Bat the 
Catholic Church is strong and 
pressure will grow to restrict 
abortion. We may face a threat of 
prohibition by as early as next 
spring.” 

In Western Europe, Scandina- 
vians traditionally have the most 
liberal laws, and the state often 
foots the bill. In France, the 
controversial abortion pill, RU- 
486, is available under medical 
supervision. Plans to bring West- 
ern German laws into fine with 


pure relaxed Eastern German - 
ones are currently being dial-: 
lenged in the courts. 

Catholic nations like Spain and 
Portugal have restrictions on , 
abortions for non-medical 
reasons. In Ireland there is an.< 
outright ban on abortions and on . 
information about overseas cli- 
nics. 

“It doesn’t matter if you’re ■ 
raped, a victim of incest or a 
minor of 12 years old," said Rita 
Burtensbaw of foe Dublin Well ‘ 
Woman Centre. “In 1992 m Ire-, 
land, abortion is illegal." 

In a much-publicised case ear- 
lier this year, Ireland’s supreme 
court overturned an attempt by 
authorities to stop a 14-year-old 
gri. who was allegedly raped, 
from going to Britain for an 
abortion. The court said her life 
would otherwise be in danger 
because she was suicidal. 

About 4,000 Irish women, 
travel to England every year to 
end their pregnancy. 

Irish Prime Minister Albert ' 
Reynolds has promised areferen- 
foim on abortion, possibly in late 
November. 


Ghetto fear of Ethiopian Jews 


By Miriam Jordan 

HULDA. Israel — Far from 
schools and jobs in their prom- 
ised land, thousands of Ethiopian 
Jews languish in caravan parte on 
the edge of the desert that their 
leaders fear are becoming black 
ghettos. 

None of the 14,000 black Jews 
flown to Israel in a 22-hour airlift 
in May last year have moved into 
permanent housing. About 1,000 
remain in hostels and the rest are 
still in caravan camps isolated 
from Israeli society. 

They rarely encounter native 
Israelis and practise broken Heb- 
rew only with welfare office 
clerks and social workers. Com- 
munity leaders fear social calam- 
ity and want something done. 

“The caravan camps are like 
ghettos,” said Rabamin Elazar, a 
feeding Ethiopian. 'To outsiders, 
Israel will be considered a racist 
country because of isolating these 


black Jews." 

The camps were to be a tem- 
porary solution for the flood of 
immigrants. But it will take years 
before the government can pro- 
vide apartments for them all. 

“It’s dirty, there’s no infras- 
tructure, no playground. It’s a 
modern Soweto, I’m sad to say,” 
said Mr. Elazar, comparing his 
camp to foe South African blade 
township. 

“There's no violence so Ear. 
But I can't vouch for the future,” 
he said. 

Domestic tensions run high, 
divorce is common. Unemploy- 
ment tops 50 per cent among 
caravan residents, unable to get 
jobs because they lade skills and 
live far from industrial centres. 

“Unless Israel starts putting 
resources into housing and voca- 
tional training, it will create a 
whole welfare class, said Susan 
Pollack, vice-president of the 
American Association for Ethio- 


pian Jewry, which devises train- 
ing schemes for Ethiopians. 

“People want to work. They 
don't want to tit around.” 

One hot September afternoon 
at Hulda caravan park, a dozen 
bored middle-aged men crouched 
under a tree. Women sat on tj»e 
steps of their caravans, some 
weaving baskets to supplement 
their $400 monthly family welfare 
cheque. 

Toe dusty site is on the edge of 
the desert in south-central Israel, 
far from the nearest town. 

“In the summer if s boiling hot 
and terrible. In the whiter ifs 
freezing cold and terrible. I- wish 
we had a normal place to live," 
said Maritesh Kantfia, a mother 
of five. 

About 1,300 Ethiopians who 
arrived in 1991 on Ope ra t io n 
Solomon live in 400 caravans 
arranged m rows across the sand. 

Ms. Kandia and others com- 
plained of isolation and of their 


children’s two-hour journey to 
school in Jerusalem. 

T don’t give them breakfast in 
foe morning so they won’t vomit 
on the bos from the bumpy ride. 
They are exhausted by foe time 
they arrive borne,” said Ms. Kan- 
dia, 29. 

Former Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir’s government was 
proud of- potting thousands of 
Ethiopian families in caravans for 
a token ren t. It was an easy 
solution- to the hooting squeeze 
and fulfilled a desire to settle 
sparsely populated areas. 

The Ethiopians were promised 
permanent bousing by May 1992 
but tiie new government of Yit- 
zhak Rabin says it wfll take at 
least three years. 

Most of foe 50,000 Ethiopian 
Jews now in Israel came in a 1984 
airlift. Operation Moses, and 
some of them have stfll not left 
temporary state bousing. 

Reuter 
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Seven years on justice 
yet to be served 
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“And someday there will- be jus- - 
tiee”. These were the words of 
Nonna Oddi when asked about 
the investigation being held on 
_ ' the assassination of her husband, 

Afcx Odeh, in 1985. 

Alex Odeh wu born in the 
Palestinian' 'village of Jifna in 
1944. He received iris elementary 
education at Bir Zeit and his 
secondary education at Ramatiah 
and Nablus. He studied econo- 
mics and political science at the 
University of Cairo, and received 
bis M. A. from Cal State in Fuller- 
ton, California. Alex Odeh was 
the first West Coast regional 
director of the American Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Committee. 
He worked tirelessly to promote 
dialogue, to farther an under- 
standing of Americans of Arab 
s heritage. He was a member of the 
v Los Angeles County Human Re- 
lations Commission and the 1985- 
86 President of the Arab Amer- 
“ ican Organisations Council in 
Southern California. He was 
elected as a member of the Coast- 
line College Academic Senate. 

On October 10, 1985, .Alex 
Odeh appeared on an ABC news 
affiliate where he praised Mr. 
Yasser Arafat for bis role in 
mediating the release of the 
Achille Lauro hostages, calling 
him “a man of peace”. The next 
morning, October 11, 1985, a 
bomb ripped through the Santa 
Ana ADC offices. Alex Odeh 
was critically injured and died 
two hours later. Nine others in 
the building were also injured. 
Names of American Jews associ- 
ated with the Jewish Defense 
League (JDL) were mentioned at 
the scene by law enforcement 
officials. This bombing was simi- 
lar to previous bombings, earlier 
g in the year, at the home of 
1 George Ashley, Director of the 
Institute of Historical Review in 
California, at the Santa Monica 
Office of the German-American 
PAC, at the borne of suspected 
Nazi Tscherim Soobzokov, the 
ADC Boston Office and the 
home of alleged Nazi police chief, 
Elmars Sprogis, in New York. All 
these bombings were thought to 
be connected with members of 
the Jewish Defense League. 

His .brutal murder created^ 

quite a stir in the U.S., both in a 

. . i. • •• v ■&.* 



Alex Odeh 

die media and legally. Initial in- 
vestigations of the assassination 
indicated that members of the 
Jewish Defense League were re- 
sponsible. However, die case was 
dosed because, according to 
federal investigators, there was 
“lade of evidence.” Under press- 
ure from the ADC the case was 
reopened and Mr. William Webs- 
ter of the FBI was ordered to 
testify before Congress on the 
inability to apprehend any sus- 
pects in the murder. Mr. Webster 
stated that three suspects were 
named in the investigation, but 
all three had tied the . country. 
The U.S. government was taking 
action to have them extradited 
back for questioning. 

The three suspects (previously 
mentioned at the scene), were 
Robert Manning, Keith Fuchs 
and Andy Green. Manning and 
his wife were arrested in Israel by 
Israeli police after the U.S. re- 
quested their extradition in con- 
nection with the 1980 bombing 
death of Patricia Wilkerson in 
California. 

After the Odeh murder. Man- 
ning fled to the West Bank Jewish 
settlement, Kriyat Arba. The 
U.S. government pressed for 
Manning's arrest, but stipulated 
that he must be apprehended m 
Israel "proper”, since arrest in 
tiie occupied West Bank would 
imply U.S. recognition of Israeli 
sovereignty there. 

£ 1990 ABC “World News 
Tonight” segment abotir th^ 


Mannings moved the U.S. gov- 
ernment to apply additional 
pressure and Israel arrested and 
jailed them pending extradition 
to the U.S. However, under the 
U.S.-Israeli extradition treaty, 
the Mannings cannot be tried in 
the U.S. for the murder of Alex 
Odeh unless they are extradited 
in connection with that murder. 

ADC hopes that information 
about the Odeh murder might be 
developed in connection with the 
Wilkerson case and lead to a 
formal extradition request in con- 
nection with the murder. The 
Mannings appealed the extradi- 
tion order of a lower court and 
remain in Israel, pending a deci- 
sion by the Israeli High Court. 
Israeli minister of justice at the 
time, Dan Meridor, received 
death threats from right-wing 
supporters of the Mannings after 
signing the extradition order. The 
FBI maintains that the case is still 
a top priority. ADC will pursue 
the case until those guilty of Alex 
Odeh's murder are brought to 
justice. 

• Alex Odeh left behind his wife, 
Norma, and three daughters, 
Helena 7, Sauna 5, and Suzanne 
2. He was called “a bold man, a 
great voice, a rational voice, a 
man of God.” Alex Odeh was a 
peaceful, non-violent man who 
tried to do his best in peacefully 
■ debating die issues of the Middle 
East and Iris voice will not be 
stilled by violence. His murder 
was unnecessary and tragic. His 
fellow ADC members will always 
remember him and continue to 
cany on with bis work. In recog- 
nition of all his accomplishments 
and contributions, the ADC has 
established the Alex Odeh 
Memorial Organising Award. 

On the 7th anniversary of Mr. 
Odeh’s assassination bis murder 
is still being reviewed and investi- 
gated by the FBI and Iris murder- 
ers have not been brought to 
justice yet. Arabs worldwide, and 
American Arabs in particular, 
once again appeal to the U.S. 
government to bring his murder- 
ers to justice. Without this, we as 
Arabs cannot live anywhere in 
the world without tie fear of 
being punished for our values and 
beliefs, apd for fjghpng for our 
capses aM rights.’, 


Baghdad frees detained American 


(Cautioned from page 1) 

if they attempt to seize or transfer 
.the ownership of funds," Oil 
Minister Usama A1 Hiti told 2 
press conference. 

He was commenting on a 
Security Council resolution under' 
which some Iraqi assets frozen 
abroad would be used by the 
. United Nations to pay for post- 
•.4e Gulf war weapons inspections 
and aid to Iraqi dissidents. 

“We also warn these countries 
that future relations with those 
companies and bodies will be 
based on their conduct in this 
American piracy,” Mr. Hiti said. 

“We strongly advise govern- 
ments, companies and other com- 
mercial bodies to strongly refuse 
the implementation of this ille- 
gitimate resolution.” 

Mr. Hiti called the decision “a 
cowboy-style robbery” that 
would make it difficult for Iraq to 
buy food, medicine and other 
needs. 

“It is not directed against the 
Iraqi government but against the 
Iraqi people,” he said. ‘The main 
objective of the United States is 
to fragment Iraq and the Iraqi 
.fo people.” 

He said be doubled whether 


the U.N. could apply its assets- 
seizure plan successfully because 
of “the thorny and problematic 
nature of the resolution.” 

Asked whether Iraq would ex- 
port oil under terms offered by 
the U.N. to forestall the seizure 
of assets, Mr. TBti said: “The 
Iraqi proposal is still being discus- 
sed in New York.” 

Iraq, blockaded under the 
U.N.’s Gulf war sanctions, has 
formally asked the Security 
Council to permit it export oil 
worth $4 billion over a period of 
six months. 

But there are no indications 
that oil talks between Iraq and 
U.N., stalled since Match, are 
about to resume. 

Mr. Hiti said Oil Ministry 
efforts were now concentrated on 
developing production and re- 
fineries and preparing to export 
“whenever we are allowed to.” 
He said Iraq now produced 
550.000 barrels per day (b/d) for • 
domestic consumption and had 
the capacity to produce “above 
2.5 million BPD.” 

Mr. Hiti said his country bad 
no intention of disrupting o3 mar- 
kets if the embargo were lifted. 
“We are members— of. OPEC 
(Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries) and respect its 
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decisions.” 

He said all OPEC members 
have agreed to “take quick mea- 
sures to reduce their quotas in 
parallel to the increase in Iraqi 
production.” 

“To export huge quantities 
needs some time, but our oil 
installations are completely 
ready.” Mr. Hiti said. 

He said small quantities of Ira- 
qi crude were at present export e d 
to Jordan under “a non- 
commercial deal.” 
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Palestinian shot dead, 52 wounded 
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(Continued from page 1) 
conditions and closure of solitary 
confinement blocks in two pris- 
' ons. 

, Israel’s minister of police met 
with some Palestinian prisoners 
on hunger-strike Friday and in- 
vited the media to examine condi- 
tions there. 

Mosbe Shaba! spoke to repor- 
ters after visiting two prisons in 
the West Bank, He said many of 
the inmates’ complaints were un- 
justified, but he agreed to give 
fr serious consideration to their de- 
mands for better food and medio- 
al care. 

Mr. Shahal said tbe prisoners 


he met with indicated they were 
ready to end tbe strike, but 
feared the reaction of hardline 
organisers. 

“The motive in the end is 
political,” Mr. Shahal said on 
. Israel Television. 

The police minister said he 
advised Arab lawyers from the 
occupied territories to coordinate 
family visits to the prisons with 
tbe prison authority next week to 
examine prison conditions. 

“We will let the media too,” 
Mr. Shahal said, “see for itself 
what the conditions are like, how 
the prisoners are being held and if 
this strike is justified.” 


Dutch cut El A1 crash toll estimate 
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(Continued from page 1) 

bousing complex, making a pre- 
cise count of the shifting popula- 
tion difficult. 

The Dutch Transport Ministry 
said the tape from the aircraft’s 
flight data recorder bad been sent 
' to Washington for decoding after' 
staff of tire air accidents investiga- 
tion branch in Farnborongh, Eng- 
land, were unable to read iL 
Tbe flight data recorder, or 
"black box,” records instrument 
readings of a plane's flight nnd 
should therefore allow crash in- 


vestigators to recreate step by 
step what happened to the four- 
engined aircraft. 

Tbe Israeli plane is believed to 
have lost both starboard motors 
before dashing. 

Roughly half of the wreck of 
the aircraft has been separated 
from the rubble of the apartment 
buildings and taken to a hangar at 
Amsterdam's Sdnphol airport for 
examination. 

Firemen began an intensive 
search of dw area around the 
crash site Saturday for more 
jneces of the plane. 
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Man versus nature — in Israel score one for nature 


By Jack Redden 
Reuter 

HULA VALLEY, Israel — In 
die age-old struggle between man 
and nature, score Israel's attempt 
to drain tbe Hula Valley as one 
for nature. 

Four decades after Israel 
thought it was turning its ancient 
northern swamps and lake into 
fannland, it is taking the lead in a 
project to return a large part of it 
to ns natural wet state. 

“If someone asks me what is 
the reason to flood the area, my 
answer is that we are not flooding 
tire area — it is being covered by 
water naturally," said Amos Har- 
paz, regional director for the 
Jewish National Fund (JNF). 

Tbe JNFs scheme to drain the 
valley north of the Sea of Galilee, 
discussed for almost a century, 
began soon after Israel was estab- 
lished in 1948. When completed 
in 1958, it was hailed as another 
example of the new state’s con- 
quest over nature. 

Boasts of victory were prema- 
ture. 

Soil under the lake, expected 
to be marginal, was discovered to 
be among the most fertile in 
Israel. Meanwhile, enthusiastic 
predictions for the soil under the 
former swamp further north — 
much larger than the lake — 
turned out to be completely 
wrong. 

At the same time, the changes 
on what is the course of the 
Jordan River damaged the quali- 
ty of water entering the Sea of 
Galilee, threatening tbe source of 
one third of Israel's fresh water. 

About a quarter of the former 
swamps will become a recreation 
area. What is now sog gy farmland 
win be a playground for windsur- 
fers and boating. 

The Jordan River route, 
straightened to speed its flow 
through the valley in the 1950s, 
will again be the meandering. 
stream that watered the most 
northern papyrus swamp in tbe 
Middle East. 

Residents, now unable to earn 
a living from the increasingly 
waterlogged land, will find new 
income running facilities such as 
restaurants. Hotels, however, 
mil be banned to protect the 
environment, Mr. Harpaz said. 

The JNF, which has spent more 
than $500,000 on researching the 
change, hopes that work can be- 
gin in the next year. It would take 
about ’Bw years to complete. - 
‘-^The TeaScm. is basically econo- 
mics,’ but ' of tdurse. the environ-' 
mentghsts-are very happy,” Pro- ; 
fessor DovTor, who has collabo- ' 
rated on a recent book on the 
Hula, said in an interview at 
Jerusalem's Hebrew University. 

When the drainage project 
started in 1951, a few yean after 
DDT had eradicated the malaria 
that once ravaged the former 
Arab residents; tbe shallow '.ake 
Hula covered 14 square km. 
while its swamps spread over 21 
square km. — and three times 
that area during the winter rains. 


Written records of it reach slash of the rift valley that reaches The new plan fells short of full It should pay immediate en- 
back 3,500 years — a vital source from Africa to Syria. restoration — tire old lake bot- vironmental dividends in the 

of fresh water and a route for Mr. Por and his fellow resear- tom, for example, is goo valuable small nature reserve that was 
every type of life from men to cbers have tried to determine to reflood — * but it still generates established in a corner of the 

plants moving along the great what life the valley once held, enthusiasm. former lake after the draining. 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Spec i al Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 

After llw Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tei 659519 659520 




,UB BRIE TDK BOB SEES 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN 


* Kate Dryctean, 1 He. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

-fr Uphotetry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone I216S8, Fex 
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CHINESE FOOD 


Opai deify • 

11-00 -1S39& 1830-2330 

Tel: 03-314415 



Tbe first* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfiyyah.Giris School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midoigbt 

TeL 630966 



Jordan Times 



Fridays. 

SUNDAY 

IUNGHE 0 N 

BUFFET 

Res:B65121 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take cane of the works. 

Door to Door, 

Cali the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 6605081 

ARAMEX— 



- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 

. rent and sale, fur- 
nished or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 

please .call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 


' CHEN’S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
/ Estate, near Kilo 
V Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities ' 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT] 


Special Chinese Foods: 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


| Open JlJO-.VjU A ,Ldl\ j 


ffil 


Takt away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

)TbL 881822, Amman 

Once Tasted 

Always Lcued 




TAIWAN TOURISMS 


Now management by] 

Mr. Chen. D. ML 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Ope n daily 


12:80 - 15 JO 1830 - Midnight 
Near Third Circle, 
Akilah Hospital 

■Jabal Amman, tel. 641093 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
. Kitchenette in every 
room-! 


I1AKOTEL 

,U2«|l|ls 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
.Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



STEAK HOUSE 
Y) The best steak in town. f a; 
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RACJ sets 1993 schedule 

Ghaith Biibeisi wins 
season’s final autotest 


By Afeen Banmyan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


; AMMAN — Ghaith Biibeisi Friday won tbe Okifax Autotest 
organised by tbe Royal Antosmbfie Qub of Jordan (RACJ). 

Biibeisi, in a Toyota Starlet, won by a time of 2 minutes 4.88 
. seconds. He was followed by Zeid Biibeisi in a Toyota Starlet in 
second place with a time of 2 minutes 9.76 seconds. 

Fu’ad Agba hi a Daihatsu Charade G17 came in third with a 
time of 2 minutes 12.83 seconds. 

Fourty-ox competitors took part in the final autotest of the year 
whose results will be entered in the overall standings of the Jordan 
Drivers' Open Championship. 

Meanwhile, the RACJ announced that two more auto sports 
events remain this season. The Pepsi National Rally will be held 
Nov. 19-20, and the final event will be tbe Okifax RaUytour on 
Dec. 12. 

“Both events will have novel and interesting features," Bashar 
Asfour, chief marshal of auto sports events at RACJ told the 
Jordan Times. “The National Rally will include eight special 
stages and will be on all asphalt roads. In the raflytour, on tbe 
other hand, there will be a special round' for the physically 
disabled. People are urged to sponsor disabled participants (with 
a cost of JD 250) to make the event a success." 

Tbe RACJ also announced the 1993 autosports agenda as 
follows: The National Rally, Feb. 12, an Autotest, April 2; the 


Okifax RaUytour, April 23; the -Jordan International Rally, May 
27-28; a second aatotest, June 11; the Baladna RaUytour, July 23; 
the Rumman Hill Climb, Aug. 20.; the final autotest, Oct. 15; and 
the second National Rally of 1993, Nov. 19. 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 


(Soccer matches played Monday/Tuesday OcL 5/6, 1992 

TOTS: 

Pepbi 

1 

vs 

DHL 

1 

Jordan Toothbrush 

0 

vs 

MAG 

3 

MIDS: 

Taber Meat 

1 

vs 

Danish Daily 


j Soccer matches played Friday Oct. 9, 19% 


TOTS: 

MAG 

0 

vs 

DHL 

4 

Jordan National Bank 

0 

vs 

Peps 

1 

JUNIORS I 
Sipes 

3 

vs 

Modem Schools 

0 

Kawar 

2 

vs 

CDC 

0 

JUNIORS II: 





Seven Up 
Nash/Ebb 

1 

1 

vs 

vs 

ESCWA 

UPS 

3 

1 

MIDS: 
Taker Meat 

0 

vs 

AI HIkma 

2 

Danish Dairy 

2 

vs 

Tqiirlal 


GEMI 

1 

vs 

Petoseed 


Aramex 

1 

vs 

Inter-vet ’ 



Peugeot 

American Kitchen 


“ vs 

OBA 

. VS 

■Abnfandi i 


STANDINGS 


W D L GF-GA 



JUNIORS 1: 
Sipes 
Kawar 
CDC 

Modern Schools 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

8-1 

7-3 

3-4 

0-10 

6 

4 

2 

0 

JUNIORS II: 

ESCWA 

2 

1 

0 

7-3 

5 

Seven Up 
Nash/Ebb 

1 

1 

1 

8-5 

3 

0 

2 

1 

4-6 

2 

UPS 

0 

2 

1 

2-7 

2 

MIDS: 

Inter-vet 

4 

0 

0 

18-2 

8 

Petoseed 

3 

1 

0 

11-7 

7 

AI HIkma 

3 

0 

2 

7-7 

6 

Aramex 

2 

1 

1 

8-6 

5 

Taber Meat 

0 

4 

1 

5-7 

4 

Danish Dairy 
GEMT 

1 

2 

2 

5-11 

4 

0 

2 

2 

4-6 

2 

Istiklal 

0 

0 

5 

2-14 

0 

SENIORS: 

Peugeot 

3 

1 

0 

14-6 

7 

American Kitchen 

3 

0 

I 

6-3 

6 

Abrahlmla 

1 

1 

2 

5-5 

3 

Cl BA 

0 

0 

4 

7-18 

0 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
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DIFFERENT STROKES 

Neither vulnerable. South deals. mg to the soil 
NORTH please partne 

* A 3 return to no 

7 A 7 6 The mirra 

- v A 7 6 that slam wa 

♦ J 10 7 6 5 lion— switch 


WEST EAST 

4 Q J 10 5 2 49864 
7 Q 9 2 7 10 843 

0542 0SQ83 

*4 3 *2 

SOUTH 
4 K 7 
7 K J 6 
: j io9 
+ AKQ9 8 
The bidding; 

South West North E«s 
1 * Pass 2 NT Pa* 
4 NT Pass 6 4 Put 


Opening lead: Queen of 4 
How you play a band might be 
determined by the level of the con- 
tract Consider this deal. 

. Playing a 15-17 no trump. South 
deemed the five-card suit and good 
intermediates made the band too 
strong for that action. Once South 
showed better than a one-no-trump 
opening by Jumping over game. 
North correctly judged that three 
“.-a* and a five-card fit merited go- 


ing to the suit slam. If chibs did not 
p lease partner. South canid always 
return to no trump. 

The mirror distribution meant 
that slam was not a good proposi- 
tion— switch a heart and a spade in 

either band and six dubs would be 
near laydown. Declarer won tbe 
opening lead in hand, drew trumps 
in two rounds and cashed the ace of 
spades. The heart finesse lost and a 
diamond was returned to East’s 
queen. East exited with a heart and 
declarer was forced to take another 
diamond finesse— down two. 

Very unlucky. Does that mean 
that five clubs also should fail? 

Not at elL After a spade lead, five 
clubs cannot be defeated as Jong as 
declarer ignores the temptation of 
the heart finesse. 

After winning the spade and 
drawing trumps, declarer simply 
cashes tbe other top spade, plays off 
the ace and king of hearts and exits 
with the jack, not caring which de- 
fender wins the trick. As the cards 
lie. West wins and cap shift to a 
diamond but who- dedarer ducks 
in dummy, Eaat wins and is trapped 
in an endplay. A major-suit return 
gives a niff-ahzff. and a diamond 
solves declarer's problem in the suit 
Simple. 


Edberg to face Ivanisevic 
in Australian Indoor final 


SYDNEY (R) — Stefan Edberg 
readied the final of the Austra- 
lian Indoor Tennis Championship 
with his 11th straight win Satur- 
day and said he was aiming to 
reclaim his world number one 
ranking. 

The top-seeded Swede had to 
work hard to defeat countryman 
Henrik Holm 6-2, 3-6, 6-3 in die 
first semifinal after initially taking 
advantage of his opponent’s early 
nerves but then losing control in 
the second set. 

"I drink ids good I had to work 
hard because it’s going to be even 
harder work tomorrow," said 
Edberg, through to his third Au- 
stralian Indoor final. 

The 26-year-old U.S. Open 
champion -lost his number one 
computer ranking to American 
Jim Courier this week before be 
even lifted a racket here and is 
now number three. 

“It is not going to be easy bat l 
have got a chance now at least (to 
regain tbe top ranking),” Edberg 
said. 

“If I keep playing the way I am 


playing at the moment I’ve got a 
chance. It’s not a great chance, 
bat it is still there.” 

Edberg anticipates a tough fin- 
al Sunday when he meets Croa- 
tian Goran Ivanisevic who beat 
Dutchman Richard Krajicek. 
“I’ve played Iva nise vic twice 


Tennis Championship semifinal 
Saturday. 

Krajicek opened the match 
with one of his lightning aces, but 
strained an injured left knee lung- 
ing for a volley by second seal 
Ivanisevic in the second game. 

The sixth-seeded Dutchman, 


this year mid I’Ve lost twice to who has played nine hardconrt 
trim... Tve played Krajicek twice tournaments this year, said be 


and beaten him once,” he said. 

Edberg seemed assured of a 
straight sets victory over 12th 
seed Holm, breaking his save in 
Iris first game and moving to 6-2 
in 31 minutes with masterful vol- 
leys and backhand passes. 


continually had problems with his. 
knees after playing on hard sur- 
faces and bad injured his left 
knee in a quarter-final Friday. 

He said he had hoped to work 
out the injury during die match, 
but by die second game of tbe 


But the tenacious Holm picked second set could hardly walk. 


op his game halfway through die 
second set, breaking in tbe eighth 
to take the set 6-3, the first lost by 
Edberg in the tournament. Bat 
Ed berg's superiority returned 
and he took the third set easily. 

In the other semifinal. Dutch 
power server Richard Krajicek 
was forced to retire injured 
against fellow Rcgman Goran Iva- 
nisevic with the Croatian leading 
6-3, 1-0 in their Australian Indoor 


“On die second point I slipped 
a little bit and it (tbe injury) came 
back like it was this morning,". 
Krajicek said. 

“Then I couldn’t do anything 
on my left leg. I couldn’t serve. 1 
couldn't hit a forehand with my 
left leg. I had to do everything on 
my right leg." 

The most obvious sign some- 
thing was seriously wrong with 
the limping Krajicek was the dis- 


appearance of his normally de- 
vastating serve, docked at a max- 
imum 212 kph. 

What was expected to be a 
gimfight between tennis's two fas- 
test servers quickly developed 
into a series of blow, backhand 
shoe baseline rallies. 

“It’s very difficult to play 
against someone who is injured," 
said Krajicek. “You know the 
gny is injured and you don't want. 

to make a mistake so you play too 

cautious. 

“He (Ivanisevic) saw I couldn’t 
walk and thought if he could rally 
long enough he would out rally 
me.” 

Krajicek dropped iris serve in 
the seventh game and again in die 
ninth to give Ivanisevic the first 
set 

Minutes later a love game, 
sealed with an ace, by Ivanisevic 
to open the second set persuaded 
Krajicek be should retire. 

Krajicek said he would dedde 
Tuesday whether to withdraw 
from next week’s Tokyo Indoor 
Championship. 


Jordan goes to training camp 


DEERFIELD, Illinois (AP) — 
The anxiety is over. Michael Jor- 
dan is back. 

Jordan, who had given indica- 
tions that he might not report for 
the start of the Chicago Bulls' 
training camp, was on hand 
Thursday night 

Jordan said he will participate 
in training camp on a limited 


Jordan took tbe blame for the 
rumour. 

“When I‘ was in Barcelona. 1 
ran into some guys and told them 
I didn’t know if I was going to be 
here," said Jordan, who along 
with teammate Scottie Pip pen 
played on the U.S. Olympic bas- 
ketball team that won a gold 
medal. 

But Jordan said hp and coach 
Phil Jackson compromised on the? 
training camp procedure. 

Jackson said Jordan won't be 
tbe only player participating on a 
limited basis during the opening 
week of practice, Jordan and 
Pippen because of the Olympics 
and John Paxoo and Bill Cart- 
wright because of knee surgery. 

“Michael and I met and we 
agreed- - that due to his ex- 
tenuating time commitments 
there are some obligations he 
needs to fulfill,” Jackson said. 
“He will be fulfilling the obliga- 
tions next week and then will 
rejoin the team. Barring any un- 
foreseen circumstances, we expect 
that all of our players will play in 
exhibition games." 

Jordan said he would return 
Oct- 15 and would play in the 
exhibition games. 

Jordan said he has bad some 
time to relax but “not as much as 
I'd like. The next couple of days 
will be crucial for me mentally.” 

Jordan said the Bulls would 
have no problem being fired up 
for a run at a third straight NBA 
title. 

“It won’t be hard; we’ll be 
ready to challenge,” Jordan said. 
“We shouldn’t take tire attitude 
that we will defend our cham- 
pionship. We have to be aggres- 
sive to von a third. It hasn’t been 


done in 26 years, so that’s enough 
to drive you.” 

Pippen said he welcomed the 
timetable programmed by Jack- 
son. 

“I feel great about it. Phfl is 
very understanding," Pippen 
said. “It’s been a tough summer. 
I feel fine but mentally Fm not 
-sure if my body will give out. Yes, 
we want to win a third cham- 
pionship." 

Other than that, not much has 
charmed from last season. Except 
for Rodney McCray, ac quir ed 
from Dallas, and Trent Tucker, a 
free agent from New York; the 
Bulls wUl be made up of the’same 
players who have won successive 
titles. 

Jackson has indicated be might 
work centre Stacey King and 
guard D J. Armstrong m starting 
roles early in tbe season in pbee of 
Cartwright and Paxson. 


Jordan subpoenaed 


Meanwhile, Michael Jordan has 
been subpoenaed to testify in a 
drug and money-laundering trial, 
according to a published report. 

Jordan, . the .NBA’s leading 
scorer die last six seasons and toe 
floor leader of the two-time, 
champion Chicago Bulls, has 
been summoned by defence 
attorneys to testify in the Oct. 19 
trial of James “Sinn” Bonier, a 
union county businessman indi- 
cted on drug and money- 
laundering charges earlier tins 
year, the Gaston Gazette re- 
ported Friday. 

“I am relying on his testi- 
mony,” said James Wyatt, Bottl- 
er’s lawyer. Wyatt dcriinrd to 
reveal what Jordan may testify 
about 

Jordan, an avid golfer, was 
linked to Bonier when federal 
agents seized a $57,000 check 
signed by Jordan from Bernier’s 
Monroe .Bank account. 

The seizure was part of the 
FBFs attempt to establish ties 
between Bouler and a convicted 
Charlotte drug kingpin, tire news- 
paper reported. 








Michael Jordan 


Peanuts 



IF I STAND HERE. I 
CAN SEE THE LITTLE 
RED HAIRED GIRL WHEN 
SHE COMES OUT OF 
HER HOUSE... 


OF COURSE, IF SHE 
SEES ME PEEKING 
AROUND THIS TREE. 
SHE’LL THINK l l M 
THE DUMBEST PERSON 
IN THE WORLD.. 


li Mil 


BUT IF I 
DON'T PEEK 
AROUND THE 
TREE. I'LL 
NEVER SEE 
HER... 


UJHICH MEANS 
I PROBABLY 
AM THE 
DUMBEST 
PERSON IN 
THE UJORLD 


UJHICH EXPLAINS 
UUHV l‘M STANDING 
IN A BATCH OF 
P0I50N OAK.. 




Andy Capp 




Mutton’ Jeff 


YfiSSiR.THlS IS THEE CAR! 

THE LATEST THINS «N AUTOMOBILES. 
IN FACT ITS THE FIRST POSTWAR J] 
MODEL ON THE MARKET. 1 (~ 

CASH PRieE UlO.OOO' <T 




well, E ft, Haw ort.l THINK WeTFOUR DOLLARS 
MUCH CAN You CAN MANAGE 1 A MONTH? 
AFFORD TO PAV TO PAY ABOUT I WHVJ DO YOU 

each month?! dollars realize that 

* — MONTH* - 1 WOULD TAKE 




FORECAST FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 11» 1992 
By nomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll KgMer Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Full Moon in Aries is extremely 
badly aspected with the Moon 
Squaring Uranus. Mars and Nep- 
tune Indicating a difficult a.m. so it 
is wise not to plan any special kind 
of activity as this time. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19} 
Distant interests and places seem 
to be tire answer you want to 
engage in but don’t overthrow pre- 
sent satisfactory conditions for 
such a purpose. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
There is a conflict about tire money 
you have to Spend on an ehtertain- 
ment and the cost of the pleasure 
so compromise for a less expensive 
joy- 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about what duties you have 
to perform and avoid a bitter con- 
flict between a family member and 
one in tbe outride world for its not 
your affair. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Doing tasks you have 
agreed to do today conflicts with 
an urge within yourself to get off to 
some new interests so calender 
boors for expre ssi ng both. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can endanger your security if you 
make some lottg dine commitment 
for some recreation now so despite 
pressures to spend, keep your 
purse ripped. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Matters at your residence can 


keep you from doing tire things 
that you now cherish tire most » 
attend to home matters, then do 
tbe things you like- 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Think about how to do tbo» 
things you have promised whether 
for a confidante in intimate or m 
dashing about outside and you . 
make constructive period. 
SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Getting involved in tire 
woes of a friend you can do httie 
about can keep you from some 
worthwhile usual outside interests j 
so tactfully handle. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Worldly interests 
today r* n put you behind the eight 
and especially if you take my 
chances where credit is concerned 
so be, act astute. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Consider well bow to 
get out from under a private con- 
cern so that you will be able to be 
off to fascinating places and perso- 
nalities soon. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A friend does not see eye to 
eye with you about some expenses 
or business interests and it is advis- 
able to keep the two of them 
separated. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your worldly ambitions and 
your partners wishes are in direct 
opposition and it is necessary for 
you to carefully work out a plan 
suidfile to bom. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



"For best results stretch your Jip 
muscles three times a day.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and 1 Bob- tree 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to toon 
four ortfnary words. 



Now arrange the circled fetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hem: THE 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: DITTO MUSTY LEEWAY COMPEL 


Answer A ifet of onions Is said to buffd you up 

priyricaBy write It tears you down - - - 


THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. i 


ACROSS 
1 Mineral springs 


to Hourglas s 
contents 
14— Lomond 

15 Lacking funds 

16 Sheltered 

17 It wine center 
18 — Thompson 

19 Lamentation 

20 Presumptuous 


i4 aaaa 

!■ auw 
m ana 


23 Extra 

24 — demer 

25 De Niro 
28 ima ginary 

monsters 
33 Happening 


35 HOgsr nathw 

36 Supports 
vigorously 

40 Ornaments! 


auaam ai 
an an 
aaanaaaan 


41 Kin ol imps 

42 Town in 
Missouri 

43 Most pert 

46 Afr. antrals 

47 Fr. artist 
46 Step 

49 Continues 
fruitlessly 

57 Pro&acted 

58 Certain rock 




"SOSES?***- 


12 cress 

13 Haunts 
21 Havens 
22Dawberof7V 
25 Picture puzzle 
28 — barrel nn a 


27 A hflof — 

60 Pay to ptey 28 Assure 

61 Accost warmfy 29 Troughs for 

62 Coup tf— bricks 

63 To — not™" 30 Weapon 

64 Vatidratrxs 31 Ut»— from the 

66 Director Clair Hue 

32-Cvoflna reRs 


1 Cabbage dish sweetheart 

2 Begant of„." 

3 Play pert 37 Sea cucumbers 

4 Cargo 38 Actor Robert 

5 .State strong* 39 Step aside 

6 Stock unit- . 44 Protective 

7 Covers with turf casing of fire 

8 Actress Moran day 

9 More vaporous 45 Taring ora 

10 Taste 46MBwyatu 

11 L#y plant 48 Journal 


Yastertey’t PSHfeSahrerf: 


nnnnn nnnn nnnr 
nnnnn pjnmn nnn 
gnann nnna nnni 

„ rnnnn ntnon 
nnr?GDn nnnnnnni 

nmnnn ranm 

™™nn nnnnSnm 

II HI « 

Nunn nnnn nnnn» 


«Brba weight 
60 SoBtary 


46 MBairy students 61 Hkj y 
48 Journal MChaBenge 


S3 Fanctog sword 
§4 Charge par unit 

55 Laurel 

56 Noble It. tandy 
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British firm to help 
struggling Kenya Airways 

. NAIROBI (R)—State-nm Kenya Airways has hired a subsidiary of 
British Airways PLC to reduce inefficiency and cut fosses at the 
national carrier, its top executive has said. Philip Ndegwa, executive 
chairman of the debt-ridden firm, said m a statement to Rmiters that 
Speeding Consulting was asked to help provide “staff development 
programmes and oversee job cots , to increase dedication and 
commitment." The three-year contract is seen as the fira step on the 
toad towards privatising the East African country’s loss-making 
airtme. Mr. Ndegwa said the .programmes were 

aimed at malting the firm efficient before it could be sold to private 
investors. He said Ik bad held discussing with some European 
airlines about the sale but added, “ao firm dealt have been negotiated 
with any one of them.” 


Belgium, 


Financial Jorilan 

Markets ta 

Cairo Amman Bank 

US. Dollar in International Markets 


Currency 

Sterling Pornid 
Dralscbt Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 
European Curreny Unit 
IS® Per STCJ 

Emp«M Opcvag w (MB a.m. GMT. 


N°m York 
Close 

8.10.1*992 

New York 
Close : 

°" te 9.10.1992 

1.0825 

1ABB0 

1.5159 

1.3160 

5.0*0 

5.0460 

121.60 

121.85 

1.3365 ~ 

T.3155 


10.10.1992 


Currency 
U.Sv Dollar 
Sterflng Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 


■rtcrtaak bid rule, lor anmu*. ruvwflmt t „S. DnOar. I.OMJM»or eqtnvsfenL 


I MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTR 

3.05 

3.25 

3.25 

3.43 

8.9» 

8.81 

B.44 

8.19 

9.00 

8.75 

8.43 

8.00 . 

6.00 

6.5* 

6.31 

6.12 

11. 5G 

15.12 

10.25 

• 9.62 

4.05 

3.87 

3.75 

3.62 

11.50 

11.25 

10.50 

• 10.00 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm' 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

Gold 

350.75 

6 

Silver 

3.79 


of Jordan Exdnr 


Currency 


US. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Denlsdie Mark 


French. Franc __=■ 


Japanese Yen'" 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira' - 


Belgian Franc 


Other Cnrrendex 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira ' 


Saudi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riyal 


UiVE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 


Cypriot Pound 


CAS Imfktrt tar Amman Financial Market 


10.10.1992 


Offer 


10.10.1992 




Inde« 


All-Share 


Banking Sector 


Insurance Sector 


Industry Sector 


Services Sector 


X7. 9.1992 


7.10.1992 aose 



productivity 
list in Japan 
report 

TOKYO (R) — France and Bel- 
gium topped a list measuing By Sunk Shafiq 

productivity among 12 major in- Special to tbe Ionian Times 
dustrialised countries in .1990, 

accor din g to a report by a Tokyo AMMAN — The total volume of 
private research- institute. advertisements in Jordan’s four 

The report by die Productivity daily newspapers was worth ab* 
Research Institute of the Japan out JD4.2 mil H on in 1991, but the 
Productivity Centre put France volume for this year is expected 
and Belgium at the top of the list to be a record JD6.6 millio n 
with 128 points a g a ins t the base ■ ■ According to many market 
figure of 100 for Japan, tbe Asahi sources, the Jordan Press Found- 
Evening News said. ation (A1 Ral and the Jordan 

Productivity was measured in Times) is likely to earn JD3.7 
terms of gross domestic product million in 1992, a 48 per cent 
per person employed. increase over its JD 2_5 million 

Tue report said die United income from advertisments in 
States and Canada were jointly 1991. 

ranked third with 126 points. What proves the public prefer- 
fbllowed by Italy (125), the for- euce to advertise in A 1 Ral was 
mer West Germany (112), Spain Saturday’s (Sept 26) issue when 
16), Japan (100), Australia tbe Arabic daily printed a record 
), Britain (95), Sweden (88) 60 pages, almost 48.5 pages of 
i South Korea (55). wbiiti were ads. 

t was quoted as saying Japan's Tbe Arabic dailies A1 Dustour 
atomic productivity level was and Sawt Al Sbaab printed 56 
t because of a number of poor- pages and 20 pans, respectively, 
jexfb raring industries. on the same day but the ads 


Newspapers likely to earn a record 
JD6.6m from advertisements this year 


FeBnwiag b tbe tbst of a tbree-part article am tbe anpeecakated 


hcgkmbg at tbb year, hsae? raised in tfcfr part centre em ad prices 
aadtbenspoBs&iBtks at tbe newspapers as seem by a oetBa manager. 


and South Korea (55). 

It was quoted as saying Japan's 
economic productivity level was 
fow because of a number of poor- 
ly perform i ng industries. 
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Mt ISLAMIC BASS 
AS KUWAIT BASK 
B0C3INC BASK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT BASK • 
STBXAL DEVELOPMENT BASK 
N BASK TOD SAVING 6 XNVNNtTOC*- 

BASKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 
AM WATIOKAL BASK 
AM 1IWES IM EN T.6 rlMAMCX BASK 
m bank row investment /old 
, ESTATE IM TO naWT 
cam. PORTFOLIO flCJJHI TX XS 


XLHU. BAVTBC6ISVKBTH1MT IO* NOOSXM 
or JORDAN 


8L-MX6R AL-ARAB1 INSURANCE 
JTStDAR 2M«U HUB 
JERUSALEM XMSOBAMCK 
JORDAN f BEN CH IMSUKAMCS 
ABASIAS SEAS IMSUMASCS - 
JCMUAM GULF 1NS0J14NCN . 

JIKU LCF* VAcr-nUBfE -MBWMUIMCM 
jam mB'.6 'tcoi in 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER „ 


TRADING rxev. onMino cLoaim 
VOLUME OLOBIMO PRICE PRICE 
JO price 



LIT ESI OK 6 POOLTRI 
I JG9DAH MATXOMAL SHJPPIMB LISES 
□SITED RT™ * MAST A 1 MUI AIM 

JORDAN HEOZCAL CORFGMATXGM 
mrchesaw equip, mis tim e e kaistesasce 
PETRA HNXtPRISSS E NQOXPMKNZS LSASISB 
JtBtDAB GOLF MEAL ESTATE IN V ES TMENT 
JORDAN IMXEMMATZCMAL TRADING CENTER 
JORDAN PRESS 6 PUBLISHING /AD-DUSTOUB 
JORDAN KUWAIT CD. Pte ACM. A FOOD PHOT. 

I ARAB PAPER COMVKRZZMS E TRADING 

JDBSAM DAIRY 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

TB* INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL S AGRICULTURAL 

ARAB CHEMICAL DBENN0OFEN XSOUSYNZEB 


DAM AL DANA I 
IRTBPMEDIATE 


JORDAN PaOSKIAZE HINES 

TNI J0BBSAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN TANNING 

ANAS L1 S 1EB FUN PBAFM. 6 CHEMICALS 

8ATI0MAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

NAFTA INDUSTRIES 

MQOUS INDUSTRIES 

SFZNNZNO 6 HEAVXNO 

JORDAN MOOD INDUSTRIES / JWICO 

NATIONAL CABLE S WEE MANUFACTURING 

JteDAN SULPBO-OBBQCALS 

THR JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN N UCAMJU L UANMMMES 
JORDAN PRECAST CO W U B 1 INDUSTRY 
UNIVERSAL NOOSES INDUSTRIES 
6RA1 ZRVESTNEVr 6 XMERNKTIOMAL TRADE 
JOApA M VB TN O I .EUM BEF I N ANE 


.1.UB 

3.610 

J.6O0 

3.690 

14.424 

2.330 

2.310- 

2.310 

6,436 

3.400 

3.400 

3.400 

910 

3-000 

3.050 

3.000 

»3 

2.200 

2.210 

2.210 

14.979 

. 2.420 

2. *00 

2.420 

38.103 

2.800 

2.790 

2.870 

99,114 

4.160 

4.150 

4-140 

69, 947 

4.740 

4.650 

4.650 

301.642 

1.320 

1.340 

1.140 

136.25b 

1.670 

1.900 

1.930 

101, ie? 

3.610 

3.650 

3.650 

131.441 

3.130 

3.150 

3.070 

N4.4C9 

4.670 

4.710 

4.820 

547 

16.600 

16.800 

16. HO 

'.53.854 

114.600 

1 IB. 500 

116.250 

568 

3.520 

3.550 

3.550 

396 

3.120 

2.960 

3.960 

1.575 

3-1B0 

3.150 

3.150 

24,745 

2.440 

3.900 

2. 680 

3.600 

2.023 

2.000 

2.000 

‘ iwf 

2.560 

2.450 

2.450 

;j ■ : 3.449 

- 2-. *3.- 

2:400 

2.740 

- l5l2’ 

4. i*9 

4.000 

—»:960 

5,491 

49,459" 

1.390 

.1.360 

1.J90 


^ 6:200 

' 6.099 

41.761 

1.200 

1.200 

1.260 

2.884 

2-350 

2.350 

2.300 

316,431 

3.200 

2. 140 

2.090 

1.200 

0.240 

0.340 

0.240 

7.571 

1.130 

1.130 

1.120 

50.270 

1.350 

1.230 

2.270 

43.591 

0.740 

0-740 

0.770 

>1 

9.650 

0-640 

0.680 

3.4a 

1 .230 

4.970 

5.000 

19,519 

1.190 

1.190 

1.190 

5,115 

1-.460 

1.470 

1.460 

12,950 

2.530 

2.530 

2.S10 

22.112 

7.900 

7.900 

7.900 

24.441 

6.430 

6.810 

6.690 

31,446 

5.750 

5.760 

5.750 

l.OSO 

21.000 

-21.000 

21.000 

23,248 

5.850 

5.660 

5.900 

38. 675 

4.600 

6.600 

8.600 

13,165 

3.S70 

3.570 

3.550 

38,195 

11.390 

11.400 

11.100 

9.225 

0.740 

.q£eo 

0.730 

302 

3.600 

'3.620 

3.620 

1.650 

2.830 

3.830 

2.450 

600 

5.000 

5.000 

5.000 

112,442 

3.230 

3.230 

3.Z40 

3.779 

0.420 

0.620 

0.410 

7.200 

4.750 

4.800 

4.600 

13.496 

13.500 

13.460 

13.500 

2,673 

3.540 

3:570 

3.SS0 

175 

3.600 

3.500 

3.500 

16.137 

2.300 

2.300 

2.270 

8,304 

3.960 

2.960 

2.960 

2,600 

3.600 

3.600 

2.600 

27,546 

6.120 

6.150 

6.100 

12.743 

3.930 

7.930 

3.920 

44,777 

1.300 

1.300 

1.320 

1,870 

1.630 

1.670 

1.670 

17,134 

0.420 

0.420 

0.440 

111,114 

4.400 

4.630 

4.840 

130,758 

2.610 

2.610 

3.620 

9.271 

8.360 

8.370 

6.350 

2,496,237 


wr- i 

16900 



TRADING VOLUME IN 181 PARALLEL MARKET 1 JD 31760 



LADELP 


Richard Gere^Jufia Roberts ... in 


\ 


Tel: 675571\ 

Nabfl Al Iheatre ■ \ 


Today and every day, Nabil A! 
Mashfni Theatre in Abdali 
presents 
Abu Awwad... in 

TAA’AH WA KAYMEH (CHAOS) 

. - Show: &30 pm . J 

X Ticket window Is open all day / 


ahlanthea 


X 


Nabil & Hlsham 
presents 

The Political Satire Ray 

Welcome- New World Order 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 



covered only 37.5 pages of Al 
Dustotff and 4.5 pages of Sawt Al 
Shaab. Tbe Jordan Times re- 
mains unique, regardless of tbe 
vofaroe of ads, as it is Jordan's 
only F.ngKsh language duly. 

A general observation on why 
ads have greatly expanded in 
recent months was given by a 
newspaper staff member as being 
due to the low cost of advertising 
and the good financial standing of. 
some advertisers, especially those 
who recently returned from the 
Arab Gulf countries. 

Pre fe rring anonymity, be said 
an average normal ad in the past 
measured about 10 cm on two 
columns (10x2) but tbe Gulf 
returnees, opening new 
businesses in Amman, have 
blown up tbe size of an ad to 
almost a quarter of a page to 
publicise their products and ser- 
vices. 

Tbe newspaper employee 
added that a study was under 
consideration as to whether ad 
prices were low and should be 
raised or whether die prices were 
within acceptable levels to the 
majority of citizens in the King- 
dom. 

The media manager of JU, a 
reputable advertiang agency, 
said it was unfair when newspap- 
ers charge different ads according 
to one single rate. He pointed out 
that kvr l industrialists and small- 
scale entrepreneurs are at total 
disadvantage when their ads are 
charged the same rate as those 
which promote and publicise 
foreign products. 

“It’s against tbe country's drive 
to encourage consumers to buy 
local products,” be stressed. 

The JU chief, Mr. Rabah, clas- 
sified the ads into two categories, 
each of winch captures 50 per 
cent of the overall volume of 
newspaper ads. 

1) Tbe ads of quality, where 
art, skill and design are man- 
ifested to attract the attention of 
the educated and smart reader to 
a special product or service. 


2) Hie normal, small ads, 
whidi need no writing talent and 
carry no special sketches, such as 
those announcing rent, car or 
house sales, invitations, obi- 
tuaries, congratulations and gov- 
ernment or court notices. 

Mr. Rabah said that recently, 
people have become more aware 
of quality ads and the market is 
slowly shifting towards that of 
artistic designs, skillful writings 
and drawings and modern styles 
of allnring the public. 

Yet, Mr. Rabah pointed out, 
die newspapers are not encourag- 
ing the new sophistication in 
advertising techniques as they 
continue to “kfll" a well-designed 
and sizeable ad by either placing 
it amidst a large volume of nor- 
mal small ads or by squeezing it 
on any page as long as it fits a 
required empty space. 

‘They (tbe newspapers) should 
amend the charges according to 
the quality and tbe size of the 
advertisement," Mr. Rabah said. 

He elaborated that if an adver- 
tising agency readies a large and 
sensational ad, a newspaper 
needs only to paste or frame the 
ad on tbe page at no cost what- 
soever, contrary to small normal 
ads which require lengthy and 
costly production steps. 

As such, Mr. Rabah reasoned 
that newspapers should charge 
more on the normal, small ads 
and, at the same time, pass this 
financial benefit through lower 
costs to tbe agencies which pro- 
duce “quality ads" to encourage 
and expand their scope of opera- 
tion. 

Noting that only about 10 
advertising agencies out of abont 
200 operate in a modern, highly 
technical way, caring to promote 
their customers’ products, the JU 
media manager explained that 
the best strategy to push a pro- 
duct as a servioe in tire market 
was to utilise all media outlets in 
such a way that a consumer finds 
himself “besieged" in his office, 
borne and even on tbe road or 
while shopping. 

As such, Mr. Rabah sees a 
combination of promotional com- 
panies in newspapers, magazines. 



Four lU pages uf«b hr the Arabic dally Al Ra’i fflustrate the flood of 
ads which keep the newspaper staff bustling past midnight every day. 


radio, television billboards and 
“give-away” items and pamphlets 
as an important element to suc- 
cessfully marketing a product or a 
service that, of course, should 
carry a good margin of quality in 
the first place. 

He specified December of ev- 
ery year as usually being the peak 
month in newspaper advertiang 
and said that Janaary had proved 
to be the last month of the year in 
terms of ad activities. He attri- 
buted the lethargy in January to 
the cold weather and administra- 
tive and financial considerations 
which normally affect all 
businesses in the market. 

Mr. Rabah finally warned in- 


vestors not to expect a fortune or 
a quick profit from an advertising 
business because competition was 
extremely fierce and the profit 
margin was getting so thin that a 
“financial bonanza" from this 
type of business simply does not 
exist any more. 

He noted that certain national, 
religious or Royal occasions may 
bring a period of advertising 
euphoria in the market but that is 
only a short-lived business oppor- 
tunity upon which some indi- 
viduals or small advertising 
offices usually capitalise. Howev- 
er, he pointed out, such occasions 
do not provide steady, consistent 
and sizeable income. 


Foreign exchange dealings in ll.S. 
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average Si 92 billion a day since ‘89 


NEW YORK (AP) — Foreign 
exchange dealings by banks and 
currency dealers increased by 49 
per cent over the past three years 
in the United States, with an 
average S192 billion changing 
hands each day, the government 
has said. 

The Federal Reserve Bank 
(Fed) of New York, which mom- 
tors foreign-exchange activity in 
this country, made the disclosures 
as part of a worldwide survey into 
one of the fastest growing areas 
of international finance. The sur- 
vey is conducted every three 
years. 

Foreign exchange trading is an 
important tool for companies that 
buy and sell products abroad. 
Banks and brokerages have made 
a booming business by offering 
ways to limit a company’s risk of 
loss when foreign currency mar- 
kets are struck by speculation, as 
has been tbe case in Europe in 
recent weeks. 


Banking industry officials esti- 
mate foreign currency trading 
worldwide has escalated 50 per 
cent since 1989. That would mean 
nearly SI trillion in foreign cur- 
rency changes hands each day, 
about a fifth of that in the U.S. 
market. 

Precise figures on global fore- 
ign exchange dealings in the past 
three years won’t be available 
until early 1993 when the Bank 
for International Settlements of 
Basel, Switzerland, finishes a 
global survey of the industry, the 
New York Fed said. 

Although foreign-exchange 
dealings are still growing fast, the 
pace has slowed considerably 
from the booming years of tbe 
late 1980s. Between 1986 and 
1989, foreign exchange trading m 
the United States grew by 120 per 
cent, but growth during the put 
three years was 49 per cent, said 
Margaret Greene, senior vice 
president at tbe New York Feder- 


al Reserve Bank. 

The New York Fed said banks 
handled about 83 per cent of all 
foreign currency deals, while 
non-banking firms handled about 
17 per cent 

Ms. Greene said market con- 
centration didn’t change modi in 
the last three years, with the top 
10 firms accounting for 41 per 
cent of total trading volume in 
1992, vs. 42 per cent in 1989. 
The Fed didn’t release the 
firms’ names. 

The standard spot foreign ex- 
change contract, which take place 
within two days or less, 
accounted for half of all deals. 
More exotic trades, such as fore- 
ign exchange swap contracts, 
accounted for 30 per cent of all 
volume. These swaps basically 
are an exchange of two currencies 
to hedge against swings in a cur- 
rency’s value. 


were the German mark, 30 per 
cent; Japanese yen, 25 per cent; 
British pound, 11 per cent and 
Swiss franc, nine per cent. 

Other central banks provided 
limited details about their curren- 
cy dealings. The Bank of England 
■said England’s foreign exchange 
volume rose 62 per cent over the 
last three years to $303 billion; 
Switzerland’s central bank said 
turnover avAaged $68 billion; 
Germany’s Bundesbank reported 
turnover of about $60 billion and 
France reported $35 billion. : 




Al Hayat Group 


Tbe remaining volume was 
consumed by all forms of option 
contracts, 10 per cent, and the 


Duty unpaid - Mitsubishi Galant - super salon - 1987 - gray 
metal Pic - stic shift manual - full option - mileage 83,000 km - 
embassies car regularly maintained - in very good condition. 
-Best offer- 

TeL 637153/4 between 8:00 am. - 3:00 p.m. 


remainder by various currency 
derivatives. 

Tbe Fed said the dollar was the 
most active traded currency, 
cha nging bands in 89 per cent of 
all transactions. The next four 
most widely traded currencies 
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Cardens Sir. - Elfian Bldg.- 3rd floor 
Opposite Arab College - Amman 

TeL 687956/7 Fax 687957 




1988 good condition 
JD 6,000 duty unpaid 

Tel. 659464, Amman 


1988 duty free Nissan Sunny, 1300 cc. with air-condition, 60,000 
km only. Blue plate, white colour. 

Please call Mr. Saleh, UNDP Office, Amman, 
teL 668171 or 797242 after office hours. 

Also for rent in Shmehani 3 bedroom apartment 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 230 E, 1989, black colour, full options. 

Mercedes 230 E, 89. maroon colour, customs not paid, full 
options. 

Volvo 740 GL, 92, bordeaux colour, full options. 

For interested people, call 696124*6 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 667171 


Fully Furnished Flat To Let 

Near 7th Circle, 2 bedrooms, dining room, guest room, 2 
bathrooms, kitchen, 2 balconies, centrally heated, tele- 
phone, car park. 

Please call after 12 noon, tel. 829587 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of two bedrooms, lounge, salon, with central heating 
and telephone. Located in Shmeisani, opposite Abu Anza 
Housing Estate. Annual rent JD 5,000. 

Please call Al Silawi Office - Jabal Al Hussein, Fires 
Circle - tel. 663816 


☆ To Suit All Budgets ☆ 

Villa for rent & lots of flats, available with or without 
furniture. 


Ian Property C 

829882/829883 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Located in the Third Circle area, on the main road. 
Consists of two bedrooms, salon, lounge and two bath- 
rooms. a full floor with excellent furniture and telephone. 
There is a garage for the building. 

Please call tel. 648877 
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Ignoring U.N. fly ban, Serb 
Warplanes attack Gradacac 


BUEUINA, Bosnia (R) — Serb 
warplanes resumed attacks on the 
northern town of Gradacac Satur- 
day, violating a United Nations 
ban on military flights over the 
republic, Bosnian and Croatian 
radio reported. 

“After heavy shelling through- 
out die night, the aggressors’ 
MiG-21 aircraft attacked Grada- 
cac again at 9:02 this morning. 
The whole town is burning 
again,' -Bosnian radio said. 

The 15-nation U.N. Security 
Council established the no-fly 
zone in a 14-0 vote Friday, with 
China abstaining. 

A Croatian radio correspon- 
dent said the Gradacac area and 
the town centre were rocketed 
and bombed from the air several 
times Saturday. There was no 
immediate word on casualties, 
but be said 14 people died in 
similar attacks Friday. 

Bosnian radio said enemy air- 
craft also flew Saturday over 
Brcko, another northern town 
where the Bosnian army in hold- 
ing out against Serb attack. 

A Bosnian radio source, speak- 
ing to Reuters in Sarajevo, said 
the radio had learned a MiG-21 
had been shot down over Grada- 
cac. But it did not immediately 
broadcast this claim. 

A Reuter correspondent who 
drove from Belgrade to Bijeljina, 
35 kilometres southeast of Brcko, 
said the only aircraft be saw were 
two unmarked, green-painted 
military helicopters, apparently 
on a reconnaissance mission, 
which approached the frontier 
from Serbia before turning back. 

He said heavy gunfire could be 
heard from the direction of Brcko 
where, according to Serb police, 
artillery and infantry were in ac- 
tion to repel Croat units which 


Shevardnadze 

alleges 

mass 

killings of 
Georgians 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Georgian leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze charged in a letter 
circulated that Abkhazian seces- 
sionists were carrying out mass 
executions of civilians and .he 
asked the Security Council to 
consider setting up a war crimes 
commission. 

“According to reliable sources 
reaching us from the occupied 
territory, mass executions of the 
Georgian civilian population, 
widespread torture, rape and 
other atrocities are being commit- 
ted," Mr. Shevardnadze told the 
.council president. 

“It is hard to believe that such 
barbaric acts can be happening in 
die twentieth century,” he added, 
saying the Abkhazians were 
being helped by “mercenaries 
from the north. 

. “On behalf of the government 
of Georgia, I would like to appeal 
to the members of the Security 
Council ... to consider setting up a 
war crimes commission to collect 
evidence of possible atrocities 
committed in Georgia." 

Georgia was ready to furnish 
photographs, videos, eyewitness 
depositions and other appropri- 
ate material, be added. 

Abkhazian separatists recently 
swept Georgian forces from a 
large swathe of territory border- 
ing Russia, with the help of ethnic 
cousins on the Russian side of the 
frontier. 

On Thursday, in response to 
another appeal from Georgia, 
where elections are scheduled 
Sunday, the Security Council cal- 
led for an immediate halt to the 
fighting in the former Soviet re- 
public and endorsed the dispatch 
of a U.N. mission to try to win 
compliance with a Sept. 3 cease- 
fire signed in Moscow. 

Mr. Shevardnadze demanded 
Friday that separatists in the 
breakaway Abkhazian region 
give back territory they won in 
military victories over the past 
week. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who goes 
before Georgian voters Sunday, 
demanded, “an unconditional 
withdrawal 1 of Abkhazian and 
North Caucasian forces to the 
positions they occupied before 
Oct. 1” 

The fighting, coupled with 
fears that it could broaden into a 
war between Georgia and Russia, 
has prompted the United Nations 
to send two diplomats to the 
region next Monday, a U.N. 
spokesman in Geneva said. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, seeking to 
ease tension, agreed to meet with 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
and Abkhazian leaders next 
Tuesday. 

1 He has said repeatedly that the 
rift with Russia has not been 
caused by Mr. Yeltsin but by 
hardliners in the Russian legisla- 
ture. 

“We are ready to hilly cooper- 
ate with our neighbour," the 
ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Mr. Shevardnadze as 
saying. 


they said crossed the Sava River 
on the Croatian frontier Friday. 

Kalashnikov-toting Serb police 
were turning back long lines of 
vehicles less than halfway from 
Bijeljina to Brcko and could not 
say when the road would reopen. 

Brcko lies hi a strategic corri- 
dor of land stretching across 
northern Bosnia which Serb re- 
bels hoped to control entirely 
after they, captured Bosanski 
Brod, a key centre iust-across the 
Sava River from Croatia, Tues- 
day night. 

Serb police said their oppo- 
nents were trying to punch a bole 
through this corridor to reach 
Gradacac and create an escape 
route for its beleaguered Muslim 
defenders. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from the Serb ride to the 
allegations Serb planes were 
pounding Gradacac. The Serb 
News Agency said it had -no 
information but was checking. 

The U.N. resolution on the ban 
did not provide for fighter planes 
to enforce it, but said compliance 
would be monitored by U.N. 
observer teams stationed where 
needed at airfields throughout 
the former Yugoslavia. 

Governments are being asked 
to assist through “technical moni- 
toring and other capabilities" — a 
reference to radar and aircraft 
capable of s canning the region. 

Bosnian Muslims fear Grada- 
cac is the Serbs’ next main target 
after the fall of Bosanski Brod. 

Although the Security Council 
resolution did not provide for 
enforcement of the ban, the re- 
solution said it would “consider 
urgently the further measures 
necessary* to enforce it if the ban 
were ignored. 

British U.N. .ambassador Sir 


Serb ANC: 

t | nraT De Klerk 

David Haimay said before the ing Socialist Party have previous- 3p3rth©iCl 
Council vote: “Anybody who iy succeeded in achieving their, j _ ' ■■ 

thinks that they can fbot this ban goals through quickly organised 3D0I0QV IS 
without being found out is going referendums. - r J 

to be badly surprised. And any- ■ Sundays referendum appears nr .i. Ann . i/-*K 

body who thinks that, having to follow this pattern as it asks the | K^/l Cl lUUU » I 

been found oat, no action will be electorate to vote for or against _ ___ __ ^ 

taken, will also be badly sur- an amendment of the constitn-' 


IRA claims latest bomb 
explosions in London 


prised.” ■ 

Overnight, the old town and 
city centre of Sarajevo were shel- 
led' sporadically and hit try occa- 
sional anti-aircraft cannon and 
machine gun fire. There was 
worse violence in some outlying 
suburbs of the Bosnian capital. 

The Muslim .and Croat-held 
Western district of Dobrinja 
flanking the airport was shelled 
throughout the night. The West- 
ern suburb- of Step, about 10 
kilometres from the city centre, 
was the scene of heavy mortar 
exchanges. 

In Belegrade, Yugoslav Prime 
Minister Milan Panic appealed 
Friday for people to vote in 


tion, while not explaining that 
this could, allow elections in Ser- 
bia to be brought forward from 
1994. 

A negative vote would put the 
issue on bold for six months 
although Yugoslav President 
Dobrica Coric could still call 
federal elections. 

Meanwhile, the Yugoslav army 
has begun withdrawing from a 
strategic peninsula in line with an 
agreement reached between the 
presidents of Croatia and the 
rump Yugoslavia, a diplomatic 
source stud Friday. 

The source, who asked not be 
identified, said the pull-out from 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
ANC Saturday cautiously wel- 
comed President F.W. De 
Klerk’s apology for the injustices 
of white minority rule but pro- 
apartheid Conservatives said he 
had committed political suicide. 

“We welcome the statement by 
Mr. De Klerk. We do not think 
he has gone far enough,” said 


LONDON (R) — The Irish Re- 
publican Army (ERA) said Satur- 
day it planted a bomb which 
exploded in a London telephone 
kiosk near a high-security police 
station, injuring one person. 

The IRA, fighting to end Brit- 
ish rule in Northern Ireland, also 
claimed responsibility for two ex- 
plosions in London Friday night, 
a 4 XX ) id i ng to British news reports. 

A spokesman at Scotland Yard' 
police headquarters could not 
i mmediately confirm the reports. 

Saturdays bomb exploded just 
after 9 a-m. (0800 GMT) in a 
telephone booth outside a large 
hold and opposite Paddington 


Green high-security police station 
used to interrogate terrorist sus- 
pects. ' . . 

A nearby railway terminus was 
dosed and searched for a posable 
second bomb bat it was Jater 

rC n ^aye was minimal but traf- 
fic was disrupted when police 

cordoned off streets around the 
scene and the closure of 
Paddington Station caused travel 
chaosfor rail passengers. . 

About 200 people in the Met- 
ropole Hotel were evacuated 
from their rooms, gathering in 
the lobby to await the all-dear. 


(ANC) spokesman Cart Niehaus. Major warns against yielding 

Mr. Niehaus said Mr. De v ° - * 

that Afrikaners had dung too influence to France, Germany 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

U.N. soldiers wounded in Sarajevo 

SARAJEVO (R) — A United Nations armoured. vehicle ran over 
a mine west of Sarajevo Saturday and an unconfirmed report said 
three Ukrainian soldiers had been wounded. Military officials of 
the United Nations Protection Force (UNRPOFOR) in the 
Bosnian capital said the inddent involved an armoured personnel 
carrier (APC) in the no man’s land between Croat-held Stop and 
Serb-held-' Ilidza. Janjug News Agency quoted Serb sources as 
saying three Ukrainians had been wounded. It said Serb forces 
had evacuated two of them but the third was still trapped in the 
APC, which was under fire from Muslim positions. 

Protests surround Columbus anniversary 

MIAMI (R) — In fourteen hundred and ninety-two, Columbus 
sailed the ocean blue. In Nineteen hundred and ninety-two, few 
really seem to care. Instead of lavish international celebrations 
Monday on the 500th anniversary of the “discovery" of the 
Americas, the world is debating whether the Italian navigator was 
a hero or an exploiter, a brilliant explorer or a dod who could not 
tell tbe difference between the Caribbean and Calcutta. Tbrough- 
■oot the Caribbean, the Americas and Europe, the amnversaiy of 
Columbus’ voyage is being marked on Oct. 12 with parades,, 
protests, plays — and indifference. U.5. advertisers have com- 
plained that few companies are interested in using the anniversary 
to help sen products because of die controversy surrounding the 
event. A latter-day Christopher Columbus will amuse sun 
worshippers on a Caribbean beach in the Bahamas, where the 
explorer likely first left footprints in the Americas exactly 500 
years ago. 

Pope arrives in Caribbean 

SANTO DOMINGO, Domincan Republic (R) — A healthy- 
looking Pope John II arrived in the Dominican Republic to begin 
bis first trip since major surgery to remove a large intestinal 
tumour three months ago. “You have seen for yourselves. You 
have heard for yourselves. It is your job to judge,” die 
72-year-old Pontiff joked with reporters who asked him how be 
felt aboard the plane taking him to die Caribbean nation. 
Arriving on die island where Christopher Columbus set up his 
administrative base in the new world 500 years ago, the Pope also 
acknowledged that the church had made some mistakes as it 
converted indigenous people to Christianity. 

Radio contact with pioneer lost 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Scientists have lost radio contact with 
the pioneer spacecraft as it passed through tbe upper atmosphere 
of Venus, spelling the end of a successful 14-year mission to find 
out more about the planet, a spokesman for tbe U.S. space 
agency said. Pioneer’s main thrusters ran out of fuel earlier this 
month, dooming it tp bum up when it entered tbe atmosphere of 
Venus, 128 million miles from Earth. The space agency said tbe 
spacecraft’s radio signal failed Thursday when it reached an 
orbital low point about 80 miles above verms. Although tbe craft 
was damaged, it was not expected to burn up entirely until about 
Oct. 20. But scientists would not know for sure when the craft 
burned up as they now bad no way of tracking pioneer. 

Bomb explodes at Thai ministry 

BANGKOK (AP) — - A bomb exploded in front of tbe Ministry of 
Interior compound, wounding a policeman and an official of tile 
ministry, police said. Earlier a radio station reported that three 
persons had been wounded in the explosion. Police said the bomb 
exploded near a police guard booth, slightly wounding tbe 
policeman on duty and a female official of the ministry who was 
malting a telephone call from a nearby public phone booth. No 
arrests were made and police said they suspected that the 
bombing incident stemmed from revenge sought by relatives of a 
thief who was shot dead by the wounded policeman several 
months ago. 

Collor’s wife accused of embezzlement 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — The wife of now-powerless Brazilian 
President Fernando Collor DeMello has been accused of embez- 
zling money from a charity organisation she once headed, a police 
spokesman said Friday. Spokesman Jairo Kuhnian in the north- 
eastern city of Macao said Rosane Collor was accused of 
embezzlement and conspiracy in a police investigation of charges 
that she diverted funds from the Brazilian Assistance League, 
which aid needy families. The report, which fells short of an 
indictment but means police investigators believe there are 
-grounds to prosecute, alleges that the money was diverted to pay 
the first lady’s personal expenses, police said. The report could 
form tiie basis of an indictment against tbe first lady if a federal 
judge decides to pursue the charges. Her husband. President 
Fernando Collor, was accused of p ro fiti ng from a money-for- 
favours racket and was suspended from office last week*. 


Friday for people to vote in . the Prevlaka peninsula, had be- 
favoor of early elections in Serbia gun Thursday and already 
in a weekend referendum which appeared to be well under way. 
Serb leaders hope will result in “All the sounds I’ve had point 
delaying a poll. the same way, namely that thing * 

“In this way I want to turn to have started moving," tbe source 
the voters in Serbia and call th em tod Reuters, 
to take part in the referendum Prevlaka, a sliver of rocky 
Sunday,” Mr. Panic said in a laud, just into the Adriatic Sea 
statement published by Tan jug southeast of the Croatian port of 
News Agency. Dubrovnik on the border be- 

“All important political factors tween Croatia and.. Montenegro - 
have agreed that elections must It overlooks the entrance to tbe 
be bekf soon. That is why I only naval base left to tbe Yugos- 
appeal to you that with your vote lav fleet, in the Boka Kotorska 
in the referendum yon enable Bay in Montenegro, 
this.” - Presidents Fran jo Tudjman of 

Fifteen months of war with Croatia and Dobrica Ceric of 
other former Yugoslav republics, Yugoslavia agreed at talks in 
U.N. sanctions and international Geneva 1 on Sept. 30 that the 
condemnation' have weakened Yugoslav army w i thdrawal from 
tire popularity of Serbian Preri- Prevlaka and areas south of Dub- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic. rovnik should be completed by 

But Mr. -Milosevic and his ml- OcL 20. 
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long to polities they knew could 
not succeed, and (fid not say he 
was sony for the principles that 
apartheid rule was based on and 
stood for. 

“De Klerk has missed the 
point. He needs to apologise for 
tire s u ffe rin gs caused by all that 
apartheid stood for. Apartheid 
was wrong, apartheid was inhu- 
man. Mr. De Klerk knows that. 
AU he needs is to' accept it and 
apologise in full,” Mr. Niehaus 
said. 

The pro-apartheid Conserva- 
tive Party (CP) said the reformist 
leader had turned his back on ati 
iris Afrikaner nation once stood 
for. 

“I do not know what has hap- 
pened to him. The man has com- 
mitted political suicide. I cannot 
explain it. I don’t understand 
him. He is actually denying tire 
identity and existence of tbe Afri- 
kaner nation and all what it stood 
for,” CP leader Andrus Treur- 
niefat told Reuters. 

For the first time since he came 
to power in 1989 and began dis- 
mantling apartheid, Mr. De 
Klerk said Friday he was sorry 
Afrikaners had dung too long to 
tire system even though it was 
dear it would not work. 

“For too long we chmg to a 
dream of separated nation states, 
when it was already dear that it 
would not succeed sufficiently. 
For that we are sony. That is vrby 
we are working for a new dis- 
pensation," tbe refor mi st presi- 
dent said. 

Several senior government 
members have apologised pubfib- 
ly for injustices of apartheid, but 
Mr. De Klerk had hitherto re- 
fused, saying the country should 
look to the future rather than 
dwell on the past. 

Prominent Afrikaner anti- 
apartheid church leader Beyers 
Naude, a priest in Mr. De Kick’s 


BRIGHTON, England (AP) — 
Prime Minister John Major, fac- 
ing down nationalist sentiment in 
fats Conservative Party, said that 
Britain must ratify a European 
union treaty or abandon influ- 
ence to France and Germany. 

“It’s a different world now,” 
Mr. Major declared in a keynote 
address to the party’s annual con- 
ference. ”... We can’t pull up the 
drawbridge and live in our own 
private' yesterday.” 

But with his personal popular- 
ity plunging and Britain’s pound 
weakened by a currency crisis, 
Mr. Major acknowledged his gov- 
ernment faced grave difficulties 
just six months after winning a 
fourth successive term. 

Mr. Major's hour-long speech, 
billed by aides as tire big push to 
unite tire party, came at the end 
of rambunctious conference. 


tradition of well-disciplined 
annual assemblies, delegates 
have applauded critics — led by 


iris predecessor Margaret Thatch- 
er — of his determination to get 
parliament to ratify tbe Maas- 
tricht Treaty on European union. 

Oq Thursday, they gave a 
muted reception to an economic 
stance that ruled out sig nific a n t* 
cuts in interest rates in favour of a 
German-style emphasis on bold- 
ing down inflation despite con- 
tinuing recession and the ejection 
of the pound from the European 
currency system last month. 

Delegates cheered, waved Un- 
ion Jacks and blue party flags in a 
seven-minute standing ovation as 
Mr. Major ami his wife, Norma, 
left the convention centre to the 
strains of “fend of hope and 
glory,” a popular Tory anthem. 

But in the view of analysts, Mr. 
Major faced a dose battle in 
pushing a trill to ratify tLo Maas- 
tricht Treaty through parliament, 
and still lades a coherent eoono- 


that was . based on membership of 
Europe's* Exchange Rate 
Mechanism (ERM). 


Soares joins criticism 
of Gorbachev restrictions 


LISBON (R) — Portuguese Pres- 
ident Mario Soares has joined 
growing criticism of Russian gov- 
ernment restrictions placed on 
former Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

“All tire countries of the world 
owe a debt of gratitude to Gor- 
bachev,” Mr. Soares said in a 
speech m- tire no r thern city of 
Oporto Friday night. "‘It is in- 
tolerable that be should be tre- 
ated in such a manner." 

The Russian authorities have 
prevented Mr. Gorbachev from 
leaving the country and have 
seized offices in Moscow used by 
a political drink-tank he set up 


Dutch Reformed Church, said ffterreagning as Soviet president 
though Mr. De Klerk’s apology m December last year. 


was limited he was glad that at 
last it had been made. 

“We are overjoyed. I am sure 
next time we will say more,” said 
Rev. Naude, an Afrikaner who 
rejected apartheid many years 
ago. 

Mr. De Merit, the ANC and 17 
other parties are involved in 
democracy talks to end more than 
300 yean of white domination. 

But tire talks have stalled be- 
cause of disagreements over 
township violence, majority rale 
and oilier issues. 

Meanwhile, tire ANC Friday 
denounced newspapers reports 
saying a faction within the move- 
ment was trying to push aside 
Nelson Mandela in favour of 
younger leaders. 

Two newspapers, the Weekly 
Mail and New Nation, Friday said 
an alleged ANC infernal docu- 
ment called for tire 74-year-old 
Mandela to be “skicKned." 


The sanctions were imposed 
after Mr. Gorbachev refused to 
testify to a constitutional court 
investigation into the role Of the 
Soviet Communist Party. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who led the 
Soviet Union into political and 
economic reforms that ended the 
cold war and led to the break up 
of Moscow’s former empire, said 
the court' bad no legal right to 
compel him to appear before it. 

France and Italy have also ex- 
pressed concern at the measures 
taken against Gorbachev, in par-, 
ticular the ban on his travelling 
abroad. 

Two of Italy's governing par- 
ties and the country’s main 
opposition group Friday jointly 
asked Russia to lift a travel ban. 
on Mr. Gorbachev, who is due to 
visit Italy next week. 

. “We ask the Russian author-' 
ities to revoke restrictive mea- 
sures which, if prolonged, risk 


damag in g to the difficult task of 
.consolidating democracy in Rus- 
sia,” the three said in a state- 
ment . 

The appeal was signed by tbe 
. Socialists, their junior partners in 
the government, the Social 
Democrats, aiui the former Com- 
munist Party, now renamed the 
Democratic Party of tire Left 
(PDS). 

Meanwhile, a senior aide to 
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin ac- 
cused Mr. Gorbachev Friday of 
seeking a political comeback In 
the style of Lenin’s 1917 Bolshe- 
vik Revolution. 

The latest shot in slanging war 
between tire two Russian states- 
men came from Mikhail Poltor- 
anin, information minister and 
deputy prime minister, and him- 
self a target of recent public 
criticism from Mr. Gorbachev. 

He told reporters attending a 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States summit in Bishkek, capital 
of Kyrgyzstan, that a think-tank 
set up by Gorbachev engaged in 
profiteering instead of its stated 
goals of social and economic stu- 


becoming ronnter-productive and .St. Petersburg. 


“Gorbachev has set up a 
second Zurich, a Bolshevik cen- 
tre from which he watches to see 
how be can start firing tiie Aurora 
guns at the present authorities to 
launch another coup,” Mr. Pol- 
toranrn said. 

Bolshevik leader Vladimir 
Lenin lived in tire Swiss city of 
Zurich until bis return to Russia 
in March 1917. The Communist 
takeover the following October 
was launched by a shot from tbe 
ship Aurora in the then-capital of 


Bush steps up attack on Clinton before debate 



WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- issuqin the cai 
dent George Bush has tried to set voters ,wfll dec 
the stage for Sunday’s debate trust tire Rep 
between tbe three U-S.presiden- more than the 
rial candidates by stepping up his' lenger or inde 
attack on Bill Clinton’s anti-war Ross Perot. 
activities. , “I don’t [ 

“I’m standing with American world’s great* 
principles and it is wrong to de- Bush said durii 
monstrate against your country* in Columbus, 
when your country’s -at war,” Mr. may not ahva' 


Bush said in a speech to the, know where 
Fraternal Order of Police in Cm- He aocun 
riimati, Ohio Friday. “waffling” o 

The Republican president was “He’s die 
referring to Mr. Clinton's in- three deba 
volvement in anti-Vietnam War charged. “O 
protests while a student at Oxford Clinton to sf 
University 23 years ago. Bush the other ti 
mid he would riot back away from chang e ins i 
his new line of attack even though Republics 

Democrats have likened . his Bosh’s lates 
broadsides to the notorious cold attacks on Mi 
war Communist Thai ting of the at dicing inti 
late Senator Joseph McCarthy, emor’s doub 
Mr. Clinton, who spent Friday ion polls, 
in Kansas City prep a rin g for tiie But Gintoi 

first debate, said Mr. Bush was Dee Myers i 
simply pursuing a strategy attacks wen 
“cooked up” by the far-right, and effect, 
the Democratic nominee's aides “Nothing \ 
said their polls show Mr. Bush’s doing anythii 
strategy is backfiring. erode (Bush's 

Independent Ross Perot con- helping him, 
tmued to keep a low profile with Public opu 
no public appearances ahead of Giiiton, who 
Sunday’s face-off. . gish economy 

Mr. Bush, who is trailing bacfly i his campaign 
in , the polls, has been " trying to lead over M 
make .Mr. Clinton's character an' Tbe latest 


issuqin the campaign hoping that 
voters ,wfll decide on Nov. 3 they 
trust tire Republican incumbent 
more than the Democratic chal- 
lenger or independent candidate 
Ross Perot. 

“I don’t pretend Pm the 
world’s greatest debater," Mr. 
Bush said during a campaign rally 
in Columbus, Ohio. “And you 
may not always agree. But you 
u«.. r , rf- 


He accused Mr. Clinton of' 
“waffling” on tire issues. 

“He’s die reason we’re having 
three debates,” Mr. Bush 
charged. “One is for Governor 
Clinton to state his position and 
the .other two ■ are for him to 
change Ms mind." 

Republican strategists said Mr. 
Bush’s latest round of harsh 
attacks on Mr. Clinton was aimed 
at stiemg into the Arkansas gov- 
ernor’s double-digit lead in opin- 
ion polls. 

But Clinton spokeswoman Dee 
Dee Myers claimed Mr. Bush’s 
attacks were not having that 
effect. 

“Nothing we’ve seen shows ft’s 
doing anything but continuing to 
erode (Bush's) support. This is not 
helping him,” she told reporters. 

Public opinion polls wow Mr. 
Clinton, who has made die slug- 
gish economy the central issue ra 
his campaign, with a com fortable 
lead over Mr. Bush. 

Tbe latest daily Cable News 


Network-USA Today- Gallup poll 
released Friday gave Mr. Clinton 
a 15-point lead, with 49 per cent 
of tbe votre to 34 per cent for Mr. 
Bush and 10 pm cent for indepen- 
dent Ross Perot. 

With the first of three presiden- 
tial debates scheduled for Sunday 
in St Louis, both Mr. Bush and 
Mr. Clinton, as well as Texas 
billionaire Perot, were-preparing 
-for the dash. 

Arkansas governor. Clinton 
withdrew to a hotel “training 
camp” in Kansas City, to get 
away from tire press of state 
business in Little Rock. He plans 
to stay there before leaving for St 
Louis fete Saturday.; 

Mr. Bush stayed at die White 
House Friday morning with no 
public ap p ointments before tak- 
ing a short campaign trip, to the 
midwesteni state of Ohio. Mr. 
Bush plans to hold mock debates 
with aides at the White House 
Saturday, an aide said. - 

President Bush is locked in a 
tight race with Mr* Ctintxra in 
Texas, a state-that is critical to the 
president's chances for reelection 
next month, the New York Tunes 
reported Friday. 

The latest New York Times/ 
CBS News poll showed Mr. Bosh 
with a mknow 4-l per-cent to 3? 
per cent fead over Mr. Clinton in 
Texas. The margin of error in the 
poll was three percentage. points. 

Tbe newspaper .said Mr. Perot, 


whore-entered the race as an 
independent last week, had mod- 
est 11 per cent support in Texas, 
be home state. 

While Mr. Bosh’s standing is 
more comfortable in Texas than 
in nationwide polls, his adopted 
home state is a virtual must for 
the Republi cans if they hope to 
gamer the 270 electoral votes 
needed to win tbe national elec- 
tion on Nov. 3 

The newspaper said it was a 
grim omen that 26 days before 
the election Mr. Bush had yet to' 
lock up Texas, with 32 electoral' 
votes. 

The newspaper also noted that 
Mr. Clinton retained a strong 
lead in California, which provides 
one-fifth of tbe electoral votes 
needed to win, and was ahead in 
many other sun belt and midwest- 
ern states that have been republi- 
can strongholds in recent pres- 
idential elections. . 

The latest poll showed tiie eco- 
nomy, which was hurting Mr. 
Bush nationwide, was also haunt- 
ing him in Texas,- tbe newspaper 


Seventy-five per cent of Texas 
voters said tiie economy was 
*1>ad” or “very bad” and only 23 
per cent approved of tire presi- 
dent’s handling of the econ o my. 

Nationwide, tiie president is' 
traflmg his Democratic dharteny r 
by anywhere from eight to 17 
peroentage.pomts in the pods. 


Australians are 
loosing battle 
to save whales 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
wildlife rescuers were taring tiie 
fight to save a group of pilot 
whales stranded on the northwest 
coast of tbe southern island state 
of Tasmania. Wildlife officer 
Hans Wapstra said 59 whales had 
died since the group of 76 
beached themselves Fnday m 
shallow water on a stretch of 
coastline at Macquarie Heads, 
200 kilometres northwest of tire 
state capital Hobart. Rescuers 
were still frying to herd the sur- 
viving whales back into the icy 
seas. “With whale rescues there is 
always some risk that some will 
come back," Mr. Wapstra told 
reporters. “They are more or less 
at the mercy of the waves and 
would not know where to go. 
Also they may have been stres- 
sed." Mr. Wapstra said sand 
banks and channels parallel to the 
beach confused the mammals’ so- 
nar system and wildlife officers 
would keep a watch on the beach 
for any returning whales. 

Madonna denies 
French taxman 
Is after her 

PARIS (R) — A record company 
for American rock star Madonna, 
in Paris to promote her new 
album Erotica, denied a press 
report that she was wanted by 
French authorities for unpaid 
taxes. The French daily Libera- 
tion said Madonna, who is staying 
in a 45,000 franc ($9,000) a night 
suite at the Ritz Hotel, faced a 
tax bill for 10,472,630 francs ($2.1 
million). “Tbe rumours which say 
Louise Magdalena Ciccone 
(Madonna) owes money to the 
French state are completely un- 
founded,” said Sire Records, the 
company representing her in 
France. “Neither she nor her 
advisers have received any sum- 
mons of that kind." Liberation 
said tiie tax bill arose from two 
concerts in France in 1987 for 
which Madonna had failed to 
declare earnings. The sum had 
been com pounded by interest and 
penalties. Earlier this week, 
French customs in Le Havre im- 
pounded 25,000 copies of the 
French edition of Madonna’s new 
book Sex, in which she poses- 
naked ’ in erotic pictures. The 
Interior Ministry has asked a 
commission to judge whether 
people under 18 should be 
allowed to buy the book. 

Environmentalists 
dig up wrong 
garden 

BRUSSELS (R) — Angry en- 
vironmentalists carved up the 
front garden of a house owned by 
EC Environment Commissioner 
Karel Van Miert last week, but 
got the timing wrong — he had 
moved out. The group protesting 
against EC funding for a tunnel 
through the Pyrenees were told 
after ploughing holes across the 
garden that the bouse had been 
left to Mr. Van Miert's estranged 
wife some time ago, an EC offi- 
cial said. 

EC to pay farmers 
to give apples 
to five needy 

BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Commission said it would 
pay 

to children, the sick ana - me 
needy rather than let them rot 
“Currently, large quantities of 
apples have been withdrawn from 
the market,” the commission 
said, adding that it would pay 
apple growers’ transport costs if 
they gave them to schools, bo 
.als, charities or prisons. 

Neighbour throttles 
noisy parrot 

OXFORD, England (R) — A 
man driven to distraction by his 
neighb our’s noisy parrot finally 
throttied the bird to silence its 
ear-pi ercing squawks, a British 
court was told. Company director 
Marie Leach, 43, and his wife 
“tares kicked down the neigh- 
bour's fence, broke into his avi- 
ary and stra ng led tbe Amazonian 
bme-fronti 
ence 
incessant 
the 
Oxfc 

<$1,01 5) a 

£350 ($590) costs after 'tie 

•““tied strangling theparrot. 

Sf beard that firebird was \ 
Kuted during a furious argument 
wjh neighbour Paddy Williams, - 
who wag said to have taughithe 
mni to repeat Mr. Leach’s name 
JfP to 100 times a day;. Mr.’ 

■ defence lawyer played a 
tape of the bird, and another 
2™ owned by Mr. WUfiatasta 
t|» screeching and squmii£- 
5® r ^ tered nearly 90dedbefe 
Mr. Williams has bought « oew 
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